Study  abroad  exodus  • Alumni  make  an  impact  • Student  projects  overseas 


From  the  Editor 


Wartburg  alumni,  students  are  on  a global  mission 

by  Saul  Shapiro 

For  a small  private  college,  Wartburg  leaves  an  uncommonly  large  global  footprint.  This  issue  focuses  on  some 
of  the  ways  the  college,  its  students,  and  alumni  live  out  its  mission  unconstrained  by  borders. 

After  the  college  was  honored  last  year  with  a Macjannet  Prize  for  Global  Citizenship,  recognizing  the 
Community  Builders  initiative  in  Waverly  and  Nicaragua,  the  boundaries  in  Wartburg’s  descriptor  were 
extended  to  read,  “A  selective  liberal  arts  college,  internationally  recognized  for  community  engagement.” 

In  fact,  Wartburg  had  been  making  a global  impact  for  quite  some  time,  thanks  in  large  part  to  Dr.  Herman 
Diers,  professor  emeritus  of  religion,  who  sowed  the  seeds  of  the  college’s  study  abroad  program.  Diers’ 
groundbreaking  initiative  in  Tanzania  was  not  just  about  learning  and  living  overseas,  but  taking  things  a 
critical  step  further  with  cultural  immersion,  as  the  story  on  Global  and  Multicultural  Studies  illustrates. 

For  any  number  of  graduates,  Wartburg’s  study  abroad  programs  have  been  a springboard  for  careers  that  live 
out  the  college’s  mission  in  interesting  and  innovative  ways  around  the  world. 


Laura  Olson  ’92  seemingly  has  had  a laserlike  focus  on  a career  in  international  law  since  her  Wartburg  days 
as  “Outstanding  Senior”  in  each  of  her  three  majors.  She  has  helped  integrate  elements  of  international 
humanitarian  law  into  the  curriculum  for  Moscow  State  University  journalism  students  covering  the  war  in 
Chechnya,  was  involved  in  negotiations  on  the  International  Convention  for  the  Protection  of  All  Persons 
from  Enforced  Disappearances,  and  interviewed  detainees  at  Guantanamo  Bay. 


Given  her  passport,  you  might  suspect  that  Miriam  Lutz  ’84  was  a globetrotting  CNN  correspondent.  But 
she’s  been  a doer  rather  than  an  observer,  called  to  aid  victims  of  wars  and  natural  disasters.  A GPS  unit 
would  have  been  helpful  tracking  her  down  for  this  story.  One  minute  she  was  in  Ethiopia,  the  next  in  South 
Africa,  and  then  in  Malawi. 


While  Olson  and  Lutz  were  legacy  students,  Del  Doherty  ’06  came  to  the  campus  sight  unseen  from  Sierra 
Leone  in  Africa  after  his  mother  happened  upon  Waverly  on  the  Internet.  Last  year  he  earned  a master’s 
degree  in  public  health  and  a doctorate  in  pharmacy  — an  unprecedented  double  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota. 

Sharon  Hoffman  Corrigan  ’80  credits  studying  overseas  in  Germany  for  some  of  her  business  acumen.  She 
has  quickly  risen  through  the  marketing  ranks  at  Jaguar,  the  United  Kingdom-based  luxury  carmaker  that, 
coincidentally,  is  making  a big  comeback.  She  was  named  one  of  the  100  most  influential  women  in  the  auto 
business  in  2010. 

Ed  ’61  and  Rennie  Fiegan  ’61  Scharlau  have  worked  to  bring  clean  water  to  more  than  100,000  Ethiopians 
with  150  Water  to  Thrive  projects  — an  effort  that  reunited  him  with  like-minded  Wartburg  classmates 
Leonard  ’58  and  Shirley  Ehlert  ’60  Flachman. 

We  had  an  imposing  list  of  possibilities  for  the  theme  of  this  edition  that  still  await  publication.  As  always,  we 
welcome  your  suggestions  on  stories  about  Wartburg  alumni  overseas  and  closer  to  home. 
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Study  abroad  expands  Wartburg's 


by  Saul  Shapiro 


It  started  as  a trickle  when  the  Dr.  Herman  Diers 
’49  initially  provided  opportunities  for  Wartburg 
College  students  to  study  abroad  for  a semester 
in  Tanzania  in  1985-86. 

But  studying  abroad  has  turned  into  a torrent 
with  nearly  50  percent  of  Wartburg  graduates 
venturing  overseas.  In  a 2010  news  release,  the  State 
Department’s  Bureau  of  Educational  and  Cultural 
Affairs  ranked  Wartburg  No.  12  among  3,000  four- 
year  baccalaureate  colleges  for  short-term  study  abroad. 

“Study  abroad  is  not  that  old  a field,”  said  Kathy 
Traetow,  Wartburg’s  Global  and  Multicultural  Studies 
office  coordinator.  “Thirty  or  40  years  ago  it  was 
basically  people  who  were  studying  languages.  And 
then  Herman  Diers  had  this  idea  that  students  needed 
to  actually  be  immersed;  they  needed  to  live  at  a site 
for  awhile  so  they  could  learn  from  these  sites  and 
come  back  with  a totally  different  perspective.  It  was 
pretty  radical  and  new  when  Herman  introduced  it  to 
the  college.” 

Diers,  a professor  of  religion,  had  returned  from  a 
sabbatical  in  Tanzania  when  he  proposed  a Venture 
Education  partnership  with  the  Rev.  Herb  Hafermann 
’59,  a missionary  pastor  at  the  Lutheran  Junior 
Seminary  in  Morogoro.  The  concept  was  to  give 
Wartburg  students  grass-roots  exposure  to  another 
culture. 

“I  explored  dozens  of  possible  locations 
for  Venture  Education,”  recalled  Diers, 
now  retired  in  Tacoma,  Wash. 

“The  global  character  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  gave  me  access 
to  indigenous  communities 
where  the  church  had  a 
presence.  One  of  them 
was  the  secondary  school 
at  Morogoro,  where  Herb 
and  his  wife,  Kirsten,  lived 
and  served.  We  established 
Morogoro  as  one  of  the  sites 
for  Venture  Education,  and 
it  remains  one  of  the  most 
frequently  used  locations  yet  today. 

“Herb  made  the  arrangements  to 
assure  that  participating  students  would 
make  sufficient  progress  in  using  Swahili  so 
that  it  could  be  included  as  a college  credit.  In  addition, 


“Studying  abroad 
has  changed  me  in 
so  many  ways  that 
affect  my  life  every 
day  now." 

— Laura  Barkema  '11,  Mason  City 


Herb  has  been  active  in  bringing  students  from  Tanzania  to 
Wartburg,  making  it  a reciprocal  arrangement.” 

Diers  saw  the  mission  in  big-picture  terms. 

“My  perspective  is  rooted  in  our  Christian  tradition,  and  the 
way  we  are  called  to  be  in  the  world,”  he  said.  “A  combination 
of  my  interest  in  other  cultures  and  of  my  concern  for  hunger 
around  the  world  led  me  to  personal  visits  to  more  than  a 
dozen  ‘primal’  or  indigenous  societies  in  Latin  America, 

Asia,  and  Africa  — from  the  Maasai  in  Tanzania  to  the 
Tojolabal  in  Mexico  to  the  Magar  in  Nepal.  Some  of  those 
visits  were  made  possible  through  Lutheran  World  Federation 
projects. 

“Westerners  walked  alongside  the  local  people  rather  than 
imposing  ‘modern’  culture  on  them,”  he  added.  “That  struck 
me  as  a model  for  intercultural  engagement  in  the  emerging 
global  world,  and  one  that  all  students  should  know.  In  my  opinion, 
the  cultivation  of  this  perspective  is  not  just  an  interesting  decoration  on 
our  lives.  It  is  essential  for  the  survival  of  the  human  race.” 
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boundaries  and  student  learning 


Diers’  vision,  happily,  coincided  with 
that  of  Wartburg  administrators. 

“The  administration  was  committed 
to  developing  a global  perspective  for 
students,”  Diers  said.  “Recruitment  of 
international  and  racial  minority  students 
to  come  to  Wartburg  was  part  of  this 
commitment.” 

The  latter  objective  also  has  borne 
fruit.  During  the  2010-11  academic  year, 
Wartburg  enrolled  106  international 
students  from  46  countries. 

At  first,  Diers  was  a one-man,  study- 
abroad  gang,  organizing  site  supervisors, 
recruiting  students  and  finding  housing. 

Now  the  Global  and  Multicultural 
Studies  Office  is  the  portal  for  a multitude 
of  programs.  Dr.  Walter  “Chip”  Bouzard, 
professor  of  religion  and  chair  of  the 
department  of  religion  and  philosophy, 
and  Dr.  Joyce  Boss,  professor  of  English 
and  chair  of  the  department  of  English 
and  modern  languages,  codirect  the 
program. 

Wartburg  students  have  a smorgasbord 
of  options. 


Foreign  language  students  are  required 
to  take  at  least  a semester  abroad  to 
immerse  themselves  in  their  major.  Other 
students  may  study  for  a semester  or,  in 
some  cases,  a full  year  at  a site  approved  by 
GMCS,  and  possibly  do  an  internship. 

One  unique  option  is  the  Diers  Program 
in  Australia,  China,  and  Tanzania  — and 
soon  to  be  in  Senegal.  Students  earn  credit 
in  three  courses  at  a partner  institution 
and  do  an  independent-study  project 
prearranged  with  a Wartburg  faculty 
member.  They  also  are  engaged  in  service 
learning  and  become  immersed  in  the 
culture. 

Then  there’s  the  May  Term  international 
exodus  when  classes  led  by  Wartburg 
professors  venture  far  and  wide,  and  one 
of  the  three  touring  music  ensembles  also 
takes  flight  overseas  — to  perform  and  for 
course  credit. 

Diers  said  faculty  buy-in  was  critical  at 
the  outset  to  get  the  ball  rolling. 

“Many  faculty  members  reached  beyond 
the  traditional  bounds  of  their  disciplines 
to  understand  them  in  their  wider  context. 


May  Term  adventures 
in  learning 

A sampling  of  the  May  Term  2011  menu 
indicates  the  added  dimensions  faculty 
have  devised  to  complement  regular 
course  offerings: 

• Dr.  Judith  Jones  took  students  in  a 
religion  course  to  the  Dominican 
Republic  to  study  poverty  and  racism 
in  Latin  America. 

• Professor  Zak  Montgomery’s  Spanish 
students  were  immersed  in  intense 
language  study  in  Costa  Rica, 
living  in  home  stays,  interacting  in 
various  settings  from  museums  to 
orphanages. 

• Biology  students  went  to  the 
Carribbean  with  Dr.  Stephanie 
Toering  Peters  to  study  the  ecology  of 
coral  reefs  and  hypersaline  lakes. 

• Dr.  Johanna  Foster’s  biology 
students  learned  about  New  Zealand 
ecosystems  by  performing  field 
research  and  visiting  natural  areas. 

• Dr.  Ed  Westen  took  his  biology 
students  to  Tanzania  to  focus  on 
the  global  AIDS  crisis,  while  doing 
service-learning  and  visiting  Maasai 
villages. 

• Dr.  Erika  Lindgren’s  history  class 
went  to  England  and  Wales  to 
study  medieval  Britain  — in  castles, 
cathedrals,  and  monasteries. 

• Dr.  Tim  Ewest’s  business  students 
were  in  China  at  the  Zhejiang 
University  of  Technology  to  study 
Chinese  and  fine  arts  and  participate 
in  economic  workshops. 


continued  on  page  4 
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continued  from  page  3 


I can’t  express  strongly  enough 
what  courage  it  took  to  do  this. 
Their  careers  were  on  the  line.” 

“Our  May  Term  is  an  almost 
unheard  of  model,”  Traetow 
said.  “Faculty  develop  their 
own  programs.  They  basically 
do  the  majority  of  all  the 
administration.  They  line  up  all 
the  flights,  housing,  and  do  all 
of  those  things  on  their  own. 
They  take  off  and  travel  with 
students.  They  don’t  have  any 
release  time.  They  are  with  the 
students  24/7. 

“It’s  pretty  amazing.  It 
indicates  what  kind  of  faculty 
we  have,  and  what  they  desire 
for  our  students  — being 
immersed  in  a culture  and 
learning  firsthand  what  is 
going  on  in  the  world.  They  are 
passionate  about  instilling  that 
in  students.” 

May  Term  courses  abroad 
may  just  whet  students’ 
appetite. 

“Some  students  may  get  their 
feet  wet  during  May  Term  going 
with  one  of  our  professors,” 
Bouzard  said.  “But  beyond  that, 
we  have  quite  a few  students 
who’ve  felt  the  challenge  to 
expand  their  college  education 
and  experience  outside  the 
walls  of  Wartburg  by  going 
on  their  own.  I think  they 
are  really  quite  brave  and 
wonderful.” 

One  such  student,  Amanda 
Gahler  ’ll  of  Madelia,  Minn., 
became  Wartburg’s  first  study- 
abroad  student  in  Senegal 
during  Winter  Term  2010. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  be  a tourist,” 
Gahler  said.  “I  wanted  to 
experience  things  firsthand. 

I like  to  get  around,  to  get  a 
little  adventure.  If  there  are 
two  paths  to  take  — one  is  the 
highway  and  one  is  off  the 
beaten  path  --  I’d  crawl  around 
in  the  bushes. 

“I  wanted  to  go  somewhere  in 
Africa.  I had  spent  May  Term 


Michael  Stevenson  '1 1,  a biology  major  from  Elma,  spent 
Fall  Semester  in  the  Diers  Program  in  Tanzania. 


in  Paris,  and  that  was  too  comfortable.  I wanted  to  push  myself  out  of 
my  comfort  zone. 

“The  School  for  International  Training  program  in  Senegal  works 
with  home-stay  families.  It  keeps  you  centered  in  one  location  with 
those  families,  but  you  go  on  excursions  to  see  more  parts  of  the 
country.  I didn’t  want  to  live  with  other  Americans  or  international 
students.” 

Laura  Barkema  ’ll,  a biology  and  history  major  from  Mason  City, 
ventured  to  the  South  Pacific  during  Fall  Term  2010. 

“After  spending  almost  five  months  in  Australia,  Fiji,  and  New 
Zealand,  I can  honestly  say  it  has  been  the  best  five  months  of  my  life,” 
she  wrote.  “Studying  abroad  has  changed  me  in  so  many  ways  that 
affect  my  life  every  day  now,  and  will  most  definitely  affect  my  future. 
Studying  and  traveling  in  a different  country  allows  for  so  much 
growth  through  the  experiences  of  interacting  with  the  home  culture, 
making  lifelong  friends,  and  learning  to  become  independent.” 

Barkema  spent  10  days  in  Fiji  where  she  had  attended  a seminar, 
had  a week  long  Spring  Break  excursion  in  New  Zealand  and  took 
classes  at  Macquarie  University  in  Sydney,  Australia. 

The  Diers  Program  accentuates  the  immersion  Herman  Diets 
valued. 


Social  work  majors  in  Adelaide, 
Australia,  assist  Lutheran 
Community  Care.  “It’s  a really 
large  city,”  Traetow  said,  “so  the 
things  they  deal  with  are  the  kind 
of  social  issues  that  are  prevalent  in 
large  cities.” 

“China  is  an  area  I want 
personally  to  push  very  hard,” 
Bouzard  said.  “The  horizon  for  our 
future  is  ‘a  flat  earth,’  and  China  is 
going  to  continue  to  be  more  and 
more  important.” 

The  Diers  Program  partners 
with  China  Venture  Services 
in  Xinyang,  a fast-growing,  but 
relatively  poor  city  of  one  million 
in  the  Yellow  River  Valley  — a 12- 
hour  train  ride  south  of  Beijing. 

Students  are  housed  at  local 
colleges,  take  three  courses  and  do 
an  independent-study  project.  They 
may  teach  conversational  English, 
work  with  disabled  children, 
provide  medical  assessment,  dig 
wells  for  clean  water,  or  help  build 
dormitories. 

During  his  stay  in  Xinyang, 

Casey  Roser  ’09,  a social  work 
major  from  Rose  Creek,  Minn., 
wrote,  “Now  that  I have  taught 
Monday  through  Friday  for  about 
two  months,  I feel  such  a bond 
with  my  students  and  the  whole 
village.  I realize  how  close  I am  to 
this  place  — from  the  bus  drivers  to 
my  14  third-grade  English  students. 

I feel  strangely  comfortable  in  this 
foreign  land.” 

Thirty-five  years  later,  Herman 
Diers’  goals  for  learning  abroad  are 
being  realized. 

“It’s  my  conviction,”  Diers  said, 

“that  no  matter  what  field  a person 
will  enter,  the  appreciation  and 
respect  for  cultures  other  than 
our  own,  and  the  capacity  to 
interact  significantly  with  them,  are 
fundamental  to  being  competent 
in  that  field.  The  leadership  that 
Wartburg  is  taking  in  this  dimension 
of  education  is  one  more  indication 
that  it  is  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
learning.” 
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Study  abroad  helps  bridge  gap  between  cultures 

Wartburg  student  discovers  a new 'home' and 'family' in  Africa 


Amanda  Gahler  '1 1 (third  from  left)  spent  time  with  Devin  Thomas,  a student  from  California  (left),  and  her 
Senegalese  "cousins,"  Sadiekh  Fall  (second  from  left)  and  Alpha  Sow  (right)  speaking  Wolof,  listening  to  rap 
music  and  making  tea. 


by  Saul  Shapiro 

Oumy  Thiam  went  “home”  to  Senegal  for 
May  Term. 

For  Amanda  Gahler  ’ll,  a.k.a  Oumy  Thiam, 
home  is  actually  Madelia,  Minn.,  but  Winter 
Term  2010  in  Senegal  changed  her  world. 

“I  will  just  start  by  saying  that  it  feels  so 
WONDERFUL  to  be  back  in  Senegal,”  she 
wrote  on  her  recent  May  Term  blog.  “When  I 
was  packing  just  last  week,  I didn’t  feel  at  all 
that  I was  about  to  cross  the  ocean  on  a long 
plane  ride.  I felt  that  I was  packing  my  bag  so 
normally,  like  returning  home.” 

Gahler,  a communication  design  major, 
recalled  her  reunion  with  her  home-stay  family. 

“I  sprinted  out  of  the  taxi  to  Mamadou,  my 
best  friend,  who  was  waiting  for  me.  He  gave 
me  a big  hug,  there  were  some  tears  shed,  then 
he  kept  looking  at  me  and  touching  my  face 
and  asking,  ‘Oumy  Thiam,  is  it  really  you?” 

Gahler  wanted  a nontraditional  study-abroad 
experience.  She  chose  Senegal  in  west  Africa, 
in  part,  because  it  was  a former  French  colony. 
She  had  taken  three  semesters  of  French  at 
Wartburg  and  had  spent  May  Term  in  Paris 
during  her  sophomore  year  to  become  more 
proficient  in  the  language. 

During  her  first  visit  she  discovered  that 
80  percent  of  Senegal  speaks  Wolof.  “There’s 
no  connection  to  French  as  far  as  I’m  aware,” 
Gahler  said.  “It’s  both  a native  language  and  an 
ethnic  group.” 

So  she  had  to  learn  a new  tongue.  “Wolof 
sounds  like  gibberish,  but  it’s  fun.  I didn’t 
know  a word  of  Wolof  before  I went  there,  and 
I came  back  almost  fluent.” 

“It’s  much  more  fun  to  learn  a language 
talking  to  people  than  sitting  in  a classroom 
looking  at  a white  board,”  Gahler  added. 

“I  used  a lot  of  sign  language.  I got  to  learn 
how  to  carry  water  on  my  head  and  stuff  like 
that.  It  was  a lot  of  pointing  and  nonverbal 
communication.” 

She  took  courses  in  Wolof,  French,  and  arts 
and  culture,  and  did  a field  study.  Gahler,  who 
was  the  Trumpet  photo  editor,  also  did  a month- 
long independent-study  project  — camera  in 
hand. 

“My  hopes  were  to  capture  Senegalese  values 
in  everyday  situations,”  she  said.  “With  the 


help  of  my  adviser,  Matar  Ndour,  a professional 
freelance  photographer,  we  decided  on  three 
different  sets  of  photos  for  the  final  product. 
They  were  Les  Mains  (the  hands),  Le  Foot 
(soccer),  and  ‘Toubab,  photo-moil’  or  ‘White 
person,  take  my  picture!”’ 

One  everyday  situation  she  encountered  was 
the  devotion  to  faith. 

“Senegal  is  92  percent  Muslim  with  3 to  4 
percent  Christian  believers.  I was  thrown  into 
a culture  that  prays  five  times  a day,  has  the 
call  to  prayer  from  these  mosques,  and  has  very 
public  displays  of  religion.  There’d  be  streets 
lined  with  people  praying.  Everyone  would  be 
carrying  around  prayer  mats,  and  spots  were  set 
aside  at  gas  stations  to  pray.  They  take  it  very 
seriously.” 

During  May  Term,  she  went  back  with 
four  other  Wartburg  students  as  part  of  an 
interfaith  dialogue  between  the  Christian 
church  and  the  Muslim  community. 

“We  have  spent  the  last  few  weeks 
discovering  the  relations  between  Muslims  and 
Christians,  specific  to  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
Senegal,”  Gahler  wrote.  “From  what  I’ve  seen 
and  the  conversations  I have  had  with  people 


during  our  time  here,  these  relations  are  very 
positive. 

“We  stayed  with  Senegalese  families  of  the 
parish.  After  we  ate  supper  in  the  evening,  my 
host  dad  Oumar  always  pulled  out  his  Bible, 
read  a passage,  (followed  by)  a quick  discussion 
and  prayer.” 

A sense  of  humor  was  a unifying  force. 

“I  can’t  say  that  I have  ever  had  a full 
conversation  with  a Senegalese  person  without 
laughter,  smiles,  and  giggles,”  she  wrote. 

“When  I give  them  my  Senegalese  name,  Oumy 
Thiam,  they  instantly  get  a smile  on  their  face 
and  giggle  at  the  thought  that  a ‘Toubab  white 
person’  has  embraced  their  culture  in  this  way, 
also  possibly  out  of  surprise.” 

As  her  May  Term  experience  was  ending, 
Gahler  prepared  to  leave  her  adopted  home. 

“Each  time  a child  or  other  person  calls  me 
‘Toubab,’  I respond  in  Wolof,  ‘Actually,  I am 
not  a Toubab.  I am  Senegalese.  My  name  is 
Oumy  Thiam.’  They  have  fully  embraced  me 
as  their  friend  and  family,  and  many  tears  were 
shed.” 


:or  more  about  Amanda  Gahler's  experiences  in  Senegal,  read 
:he  May  Term  blog  at  http://wartburgsenegal.blogspot.com/ 
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by  Saul  Shapiro 


Where  in  the  world  is  Miriam  Lutz ? 

It’s  not  a new  educational  show  for  children,  but  involves 
a dizzying  array  of  destinations  for  Lutz  ’84,  who  has 
crisscrossed  the  globe  on  humanitarian  endeavors  during  a 
career  that  reads  like  an  adventure  story. 

Working  for  organizations  such  as  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees,  Church  World  Service,  Action 
by  Churches  Together,  and  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International 
Development,  she’s  been  dispatched  to  assist  victims  of  war, 
famine,  natural  disasters,  and  health  issues. 

The  assignments  often  have  not  been  for  the  faint  of  heart. 

“Some  of  the  most  challenging  security  contexts  I’ve  worked 
in  are  the  chronic  conflict  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
the  Congo,  the  2006  war  in  Lebanon,  Burundi  during  its 
civil  war,  Iraq  in  2007-2009,  and  this  last  year  in  Pakistan  in 
instability  and  catastrophic  flooding,”  Lutz  said.  “There  are 
periods  when  approximately  half  of  your  attention  at  any  given 
time  has  to  be  on  your  own  personal  security,  but  most  of  the 
time  the  overall  program  objectives  take  precedence  and  are 
all-consuming.” 

She  has  lived  in  20  communities  and  traveled  to  47  nations 
on  five  continents.  The  combination  of  wanderlust  and  service 
may  be  in  her  DNA. 

“My  trek  began  when  I was  10,  and  my  family  moved  from 
North  Dakota  to  East  Africa,”  Lutz  said.  “My  parents 
(the  Rev.  Lyle  ’59  and  Lavon  Lutz)  took  us  from  a tiny  town  on 
the  North  Dakota  prairie  to  an  African 
city  in  Tanzania  of  half  a million,  where  we 
lived  from  1973  to  1978.” 

Her  father  pastored  the  “international 
congregation”  at  the  large  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  heart  of  Dar  es  Salaam. 

Her  mother,  she  said,  “adapted  her  rural 
Midwest  hospitality  to  a growing  volunteer 
ministry  with  hundreds  of  global  visitors  — from  diplomatic  and 
non-governmental  communities. 

“I  can’t  imagine  a more  stimulating  childhood,  learning 
the  Greek  alphabet  from  my  father  while  driving  through 
the  Serengeti  and  exploring  a much  older  and  broader 
human  history,  all  of  the  world’s  major  religions,  and  endless 
possibilities  for  adventure.” 

Miriam  and  two  siblings  -BDr.  Sarah  Lutz  ’86  and  Joel  Lutz 
’90  — would  follow  their  father’s  footsteps  and  graduate  from 
Wartburg.  They  are  descendants  of  Friedrich  Lutz,  president  of 
Wartburg  Normal  College  in  Waverly  from  1894  to  1906. 

Miriam  chose  Wartburg  because  of  its  focus  on  language 
and  international  development.  “I  wanted  to  spend  a good  part 
of  my  undergrad  period  overseas,”  she  said,  “and  Wartburg 
allowed  me  to  do  just  that  and  immerse  myself  in  international 
issues  when  I was  on  campus.” 


Miriam  Lutz  '84  visits  a Pakistani  midwife  at  her  rural  private  practice. 


“I  gave  what  I had  to 
give  - my  time,  energy , 
and  compassion . ” 


She  majored  in  French,  was  active  in  the  French,  Spanish,  and  International 
Relations  clubs,  and  studied  in  France. 

“Having  been  raised  partly  in  Tanzania  and  Madagascar,  I had  developed  a 
vocation  for  international  development,”  Lutz  said,  “but  Wartburg,  under  such 
mentors  as  Dr.  Herman  Diers,  gave  me  some  of  my  most  formative  awakenings 

in  issues  such  as  the  Holocaust,  the 
ramifications  of  nuclear  weapons,  and 
North-South  inequities  — in  short, 
the  humanitarian  and  human  rights 
dimensions  of  international  affairs.” 

She  initially  pursed  a career  as  an 
interpreter,  studying  first  in  Chile  and 
then  getting  her  master’s  degree  in 
simultaneous  interpretation  (English, 
French,  and  Spanish)  at  the  Monterey  (Calif.)  Institute  of  International  Studies. 
She  took  German  at  Wartburg,  speaks  basic  Swahili  and  beginning  Mandarin, 
and  has  started  Chichewa  in  Malawi,  where  she  is  living. 

Lutz  served  as  a French  English  interpreter  in  a U.S.  State  Department  program 
for  four  years.  She  then  switched  gears,  returning  to  Africa  to  work  for  Church 
World  Service  in  Kenya.  She  supervised  casework  teams  in  camps  to  help  resettle 
Somali,  Sudanese,  Ethiopian,  and  Zairean  refugees. 

The  experience  would  provide  the  impetus  for  her  life’s  work. 

“Once  I launched  into  protection  work  in  Kenya’s  refugee  camps,”  Lutz  recalled, 
“I  simply  rode  the  wave  of  one  humanitarian  crisis  after  another  until  the  time 
in  Iraq  solidified  the  conviction  that  I wanted  to  pursue  a second  master’s  — this 
time  in  public  health  at  Johns  Hopkins.  The  MPH  has  allowed  me  to  move  from 
relief  to  development  work  and  shift  to  contexts  in  the  developing  world  where 
it  is  possible  to  focus  on  more  sustainable  impact  in  the  lives  of  communities, 
beyond  a Band-Aid  approach  and  the  tragedy  of  conflict.” 
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Lutz  rides  'the  waves'  of  humanitarian  crises 


• Lutz  worked  as  a field  officer  with  the  U.N.  High  Commissioner 
for  Refugees  from  1994  to  1996,  dealing  with  refugee  concerns 
arising  from  two  of  the  1990s’  bloodiest  conflicts.  In  Croatia,  she 
helped  launch  a pilot  program  for  Bosnian  refugees,  documenting 
torture  endured  during  the  Yugoslav  war  and  helping  them  resettle 
in  third  countries.  In  Bukavu  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  the 
Congo,  she  supervised  basic  services  for  100,000  of  the  300,000 
Rwandan  refugees  who  fled  the  genocide  that  killed  approximately 
one  million. 

• From  1996  to  2000  with  Geneva,  Switzerland-based  Action 
by  Churches  Together  International,  Lutz  coordinated  the 
humanitarian  efforts  of  200  organizations  in  response  to  the  war  in 
Kosovo,  China’s  floods,  Hurricane  Mitch  (nearly  20,000  killed  in 
Honduras,  Nicaragua  and  Guatemala),  famine  and  war  in  Sudan, 
famine  in  North  Korea,  drought  in  Indonesia,  and  an  earthquake 
in  Turkey  that  killed  more  than  40,000. 

• With  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development  between 
2000  and  2002,  she  managed  humanitarian  programs  in  Burundi 
and  Rwanda  addressing  malaria  epidemics,  drought,  HIV/AIDS, 
and  malnutrition.  She  returned  to  the  Congo  in  2002,  and  was 
bedridden  with  malaria  in  Goma  when  the  volcano  erupted, 
forcing  her  to  flee  with  half  a million  residents  — only  to  begin 
launching  a humanitarian  response  for  the  displaced  population. 
The  natural  disaster  was  juxtaposed  onto  a war  zone,  creating  acute 
shelter,  health,  protection,  and  rehabilitation  needs. 


• From  2002  to  2004,  she  was  the  USAID  representative  advising 
the  U.S.  Mission  to  the  United  Nations  on  humanitarian  affairs 
around  the  world,  focusing  on  Iraq  and  Darfur,  Sudan. 

• In  2005,  she  was  the  USAID  liaison  to  the  U.S.  Pacific  Command 
during  the  humanitarian  response  to  the  2004  tsunami  that  killed 
more  than  230,000  in  14  countries  in  southern  Asia  and  eastern 
Africa. 

• A year  later,  Lutz  was  in  Lebanon,  managing  the  U.S.  response 
to  a war  that  uprooted  one  million  people.  During  an  eight-week 
period,  she  and  her  team  programmed  nearly  $100  million  for 
food,  water,  shelter,  and  health. 

• For  14  months  in  2007-09,  she  lived  in  Baghdad,  helping  manage 
humanitarian  programs  for  Iraqis  displaced  by  war. 

• When  Pakistan  was  swept  by  unprecedented  flooding  in  2009-10, 
uprooting  one-fifth  of  the  population,  Lutz  was  in  the  country 
managing  USAID’s  Maternal  and  Child  Health  program.  She 
was  asked  to  serve  as  acting  officer  in  charge  of  USAID  programs 
in  the  southern  Pakistan  provinces  of  Sindh  and  Balochistan, 
including  managing  the  flood  response  and  the  Karachi  office.  It 
meant  navigating  some  of  the  country’s  most  prohibitive  security 
conditions,  particularly  for  U.S.  citizens. 

• These  days  she  is  in  Malawi,  managing  a staff  of  20,  implementing 
a public  health  care  program  that  addresses  issues  from  infectious 
diseases  to  family  planning  and  mother-and-child  health. 


“In  choosing  to  be  part  of  the 
community  that  is  willing  to  uproot 
itself  to  live  and  work  in  some  of  the 
most  difficult  conflict  and  natural 
disaster  contexts  on  the  planet,  I gave 
what  I had  to  give  — my  time,  energy, 
and  compassion,”  Lutz  said. 

“If  I were  a victim  of  a protracted 
war  or  a volcanic  eruption  that 
threw  my  life  into  upheaval  and 
threatened  my  family,”  she  added, 

“I  would  be  glad  for  the  presence  of 
the  humanitarian  community.  There 
is  a role  for  short-term  assistance, 
done  well,  and  it  is  often  the  only 
hope  for  communities  in  need.  These 
communities  continue,  in  turn,  to 
bring  us  back  to  life’s  most  basic 
priorities  — shelter,  water,  food,  and 
survival  with  dignity.” 
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Citizen  of  the  world 


Dissuaded  from  being  a police  officer,  Laura  Olson 'protects  and  serves' on  global  issues 


by  Saul  Shapiro 

Laura  Olson  ’92  has  been  on  the  frontlines  of  international 
humanitarian  and  civil  rights  issues  as  an  attorney, 
adviser,  academic,  consultant,  and  now  as  a Department 
of  Homeland  Security  official. 

She  has  been  to  Geneva,  Moscow,  Washington  D.C,  the 
Middle  East,  the  former  Soviet  republics,  Guantanamo  Bay, 
and  the  United  Nations,  and  made  special  guest  appearances  at 
Harvard,  Princeton,  Notre  Dame,  Fordham,  Emory  University, 
and  Case  Western  Reserve  as  either  visiting  scholar,  guest 
lecturer  or  panelist. 

She  speaks  German,  French,  Russian,  Hebrew,  and  Arabic  — 
with  varying  degrees  of  fluency,  by  her  account.  A review  of  her 
activities  is  daunting.  Dr.  Dani  Thomas,  professor  of  political 
science  and  Olson’s  academic  adviser  at  Wartburg,  offers  this 
overview: 

“She’s  one  of  a kind.  She  would  confuse  smarter  people  than 
I who  might  seek  to  get  a handle  on  what  drives  her  to  do  well 
while  doing  good,  doing  it  at  a level  and  a pace  that  would  make 
Type-A  overachievers  feel  like  couch  potatoes,  and  doing  it  with 
panache,  yet  patience,  that  hard  labors  take  a long  time  to  bear 
fruit,  yet  genuinely  motivated  to  help  those  who  are  victimized. 

“She’s  obviously  not  been  afraid  of  failure  or  taking  risks. 

She’s  lived  on  a kibbutz,  lived  in  war-torn  areas,  was  the 
first  American  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross 
delegate  to  interview  several  ‘high-value’  Al-Qaeda  detainees  in 
Guantanamo,  negotiated  with  the  Department  of  Defense  and 
engaged  with  congressional  leaders  about  the  rights  of  those 
detained  without  criminal  charges  as  well  as  those  set  to  be 
tried  before  a military  commission.” 

Her  family’s  roots  are  in  Osage,  but  Olson  was  born  in  Iowa 
City  and  moved  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  at  age  7.  Her  parents  were 
first-generation  college  students  at  Wartburg  — Dr.  Varick 
Olson  ’67,  a physical  therapist  who  earned  his  doctorate  at  the 
University  of  Iowa,  and  Dr.  Jeanette  Jensen  Meyer  ’67,  a doctor 
of  internal  medicine  who  went  to  medical  school  at  Wayne  State 
University  in  Detroit. 

“Wanting  to  do  something  in  the  justice  field  came  from  my 
parents,”  Olson  said.  “It  was  about  doing  the  right  thing,  and 
that  money  isn’t  the  only  objective  in  life.  That’s  where  the  legal 
profession  came  into  it,  because  justice  and  human  rights  go 
together. 

“When  I was  young,  I told  my  dad  that  I wanted  to  be  a 
police  officer.  I wanted  to  help  people  and  protect  them.  I’m 
sure  my  dad  was  thinking,  ‘This  is  my  seventh-grade  daughter, 


and  I don’t  want  her  to  have  a gun.’  But  he  said,  ‘Well,  you  can  do  similar  things 
as  a lawyer,’  and  that’s  actually  when  I began  thinking  of  that.” 

She  was  an  academic  triple  threat  at  Wartburg  — “outstanding  senior”  in  her 
majors  of  philosophy,  German,  and  political  science. 

“I  had  an  excellent  experience  at  Wartburg,”  Olson  said.  “Academically,  I was 
well  prepared  for  my  further  studies.  Also,  my  exposure  at  Wartburg  to  students 
from  different  backgrounds,  including  different  countries,  as  well  as  my  language 
studies  — including  my  year  abroad  and  the  May  Term  trip  to  the  Middle  East,  in 
particular,  prepared  me  for  my  international  work.” 

She  earned  her  law  degree  with  “high  distinction”  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
School  of  Law  in  1996,  while  simultaneously  obtaining  a master’s  degree  in 
philosophy.  The  next  year,  earned  an  LL.M.  in  international  legal  studies  at  the 
New  York  University  School  of  Law. 

She  seldom  missed  an  opportunity  to  spread  her  wings. 

Olson  studied  abroad  at  the  University  of  Bonn  in  Germany  during  her 
junior  year  at  Wartburg.  She  took  a May  Term  trip  with  Dr.  Fred  Strickert,  then 
professor  of  religion,  to  Jordan,  Jerusalem,  the  Golan  Heights,  Bethlehem,  and 
Israel  as  a senior.  While  in  law  school  at  Iowa,  she  spent  part  of  a summer  in 
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Jerusalem  and  France.  She  also  lived  on  a kibbutz  in  Israel,  studying 
Hebrew  and  contemporary  Israeli  issues.  She  interned  at  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Christmas  Church  in  Bethlehem  and  Defence  for  Children 
International/Palestinian  Section  in  Beit  Hanina  on  the  West  Bank 
and  at  the  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Her  time  in  the  Middle  East  gave  her  a unique  outlook  on  that 
contentious  conflict. 

“I  learned  about  a fascinating  part  of  the  world,  and  a struggle 
that  still  continues,”  she  said.  “I  also  learned  what’s  it 
like  to  be  a minority  on  a kibbutz  — there  weren’t 
that  many  Christians.  It  definitely  changed 
my  perspective  on  many  things,  because  I 
saw  things  from  both  sides.  I knew  to  ask 
more  questions  and  not  take  things  for 
granted.” 

Her  internship  with  the  ICRC 
morphed  into  a full-time  position 
with  the  organization,  which 
provides  humanitarian  help  for 
people  affected  by  conflict  and 
armed  violence,  and  promotes  laws 
that  protect  victims  of  war. 

The  ICRC  assigned  her  to 
Moscow  for  a two-year  stint  in 
1998  — amid  the  second  Chechen 
war  — promoting  the  teaching  of 
international  humanitarian  law  (the 
international  law  regulating  war)  at 
universities  in  the  former  Soviet  republics. 

One  of  Olson’s  most  gratifying  experiences 
was  working  with  the  head  of  the  Moscow  State 
University  journalism  faculty  to  integrate  elements  of 
international  humanitarian  law  into  the  curriculum. 

“His  young  students  were  going  to  Chechnya  and  risking  their  lives 
while  reporting.  So  the  kind  of  course  that  we  would  help  them  develop 
was  not  as  lawyers  would  want  to  study  it,  but  rather  included  the  aspects 
that  journalists  needed  to  know,”  Olson  said.  “It’s  like,  don’t  really  report 
something  as  a war  crime  until  you  know  that  it  really  is  and  make  sure 
that  you  know  the  factors  that  would  go  into  it  constituting  a war  crime 
under  international  law.” 

“It  was  fun  to  work  with  people  of  different  expertise,  because  you  also 
learn  something,”  she  added.  “I  really  appreciate  the  interdisciplinary 
aspects,  and  that’s  why  I appreciate  the  Wartburg  liberal  arts  education.” 

Olson  returned  to  ICRC  headquarters  in  Geneva  for  four  years  as 
its  legal  adviser,  representing  it  at  the  negotiations  on  the  International 
Convention  for  the  Protection  of  All  Persons  from  Enforced 
Disappearances. 

“It  was  the  first  universal  treaty  to  help  protect  and  to  criminalize 
when  a government  would  disappear  people,”  Olson  said.  It  went  into 
effect  in  2010  for  states  that  ratified  it. 

She  also  provided  legal  support  to  the  ICRC  delegation  to  the  U.N.  in 
New  York  for  two  consecutive  General  Assembly  sessions. 


In  fall  2005,  Olson  became  the  legal  adviser  to  the  ICRC  delegation 
in  Washington,  D.C.  — a rarity  for  an  ICRC  official  to  hold  that  post  in 
their  native  land  because  of  impartiality  concerns.  It  came  amid  scrutiny 
of  U.S.  detention  practices. 

“The  objective  of  the  ICRC’s  visits  to  people  deprived  of  their  freedom 
is  purely  humanitarian,  namely  to  ensure  their  physical  and  mental 
integrity  is  fully  respected,  and  their  conditions  of  detention  are  in  line 
with  international  humanitarian  law  and/or  internationally  recognized 
standards,”  she  said. 

Olson  was  involved  in  discussions  with  the  U.S. 
government  regarding  detainees  held  in  Iraq, 
Afghanistan,  and  Guantanamo.  She  talked  to 
prisoners  privately,  allowing  them  to  exchange 


“Everybody  wants  the  bad 
guys  caught.  We  want  crime 
down  and  to  ensure  national 
security  just  as  long  as  it's 
right  with  constitutional 


oversight  and  values 


news  with  their  families  through  Red  Cross 
messages. 

She  will  not  comment  on  the 
interviews  per  ICRC  policy.  “The  ICRC 
delegates  will  discuss  their  findings 
directly  with  the  detaining  authorities, 
submit  their  recommendations  to 
them,  and  encourage  them  to  take 
the  measures  needed  to  solve  any 
problems  of  humanitarian  concern,” 
she  said. 

She  will  say,  “Every  time  I would  go 
in,  I would  make  sure  that  an  ICRC 
colleague  had  already  told  the  detainee 
not  only  that  I’m  American,  but  that  I’m 
female,  because  some  detainees  did  not  want 
to  meet  with  females  and  others  might  not 
wish  to  see  an  American  ICRC  delegate.  There 
were  some  who  wanted  to  see  me.  It  was  never  an 
issue  as  long  as  they  knew  ahead  of  time.” 

Three  years  later  — after  being  a fellow  at  the  American 
Society  of  International  Law,  a visiting  scholar  at  Notre  Dame,  having 
her  own  consulting  businesses,  and  being  senior  counsel  for  The 
Constitution  Project  — Olson  heads  a staff  of  six  as  the  immigration 
section  lead  in  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security’s  Office  for  Civil 
Rights  and  Civil  Liberties. 

“When  I have  to  work  with  other  DHS  components,”  she  said.  “I 
understand  that  they  have  a job  to  do.  It  could  be  to  get  bad  guys  or 
criminals  or  whatever.  So  how  do  we  make  sure  that  they  do  that  job 
without  undermining  civil  rights  or  civil  liberties? ...  Everybody  wants 
the  bad  guys  caught.  We  want  crime  down  and  to  ensure  national 
security  just  as  long  as  it’s  done  right  with  constitutional  oversight  and 
values.” 

Whatever  the  challenge,  Dr.  Dani  Thomas  is  convinced  Olson  will 
acquit  herself  well. 

“I  cannot  say  that  I can  offer  any  real  insight  into  why  she  has  taken 
the  less-traveled  path,  why  she  has  done  so  repeatedly,  usually  with 
success,  and  why  she  rides  a Harley  and/or  scuba  dives  for  fun.  But  I can 
say  she  has  a great  sense  of  humor  and  will  not  likely  be  pleased  that  I’m 
drawing  attention  to  the  way  she  has  done  good  while  doing  well ...  (but) 
she  deserves  to  be  recognized  as  the  kind  of  graduate  we  take  pride  in.” 
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The  idea  of  traveling  the  world  for  a year  began  as  a casual 
conversation  for  John  and  Carrie  Esch  ’85  Martin. 

Four  years  later,  the  couple,  who  had  never  traveled  out  of  the 
country  until  15  years  ago,  and  their  two  young  children  packed 
their  bags  and  embraced  the  adventure  of  a lifetime. 

“We  had  lots  of  places  we  wanted  to  go,  and  so  we  started  to  check 
on  various  things  to  see  if  it  would  be  possible  to  just  up  and  leave 
for  a year,”  said  Carrie,  a Strawberry  Point  native.  “We  checked  on 
work,  school,  finances,  the  house,  and  dog.  Everything  just  sort  of 
fell  into  place  for  us  to  be  able  to  go.” 

The  Martins,  with  their  son,  Benjamin,  10,  and  daughter,  Lisha, 

8,  left  their  Olympia,  Wash.,  home  on  June  24,  2010,  and  headed 
south,  stopping  at  various  cities  throughout  Oregon,  California, 
Utah,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

After  more  than  one  month  traveling  across  the  U.S.,  the  Martins 
headed  overseas,  visiting  countries  such  as  Belgium,  France, 
Netherlands,  Tanzania,  Australia,  and  China. 

Both  John  and  Carrie  were  granted  an  unpaid  year’s  leave  of 
absence  as  state  employees  in  Washington,  where  they  work  in 
the  Department  of  General  Administration.  John,  a University 
of  Oregon  graduate,  is  an  architect  working  with  leased  facilities. 
Carrie,  a business  and  economics  major  at  Wartburg,  is  in  charge  of 


a group  that  manages  state-owned  property,  including  the  capitol  campus 
area. 

They  also  worked  closely  with  their  elementary  school  principal  to  home 
school  their  children  for  a year. 

“He  was  very  supportive  and  encouraging,”  Carrie  said.  “He  was  excited 
about  all  the  things  the  kids  could  learn  through  this  journey  and  even 
wanted  to  be  able  to  do  what  he  could  to  share  the  experiences  with  the 
other  kids  back  at  school.” 

Benjamin  and  Lisha  kept  journals  of  their  travels  and  continually  read 
and  completed  academic  workbooks. 

“Through  traveling  they’re  learning  history,  cultures,  language, 
geography,  and  a little  science  as  we  experience  new  animals  and 
environments.  Beyond  that,  they’re  also  becoming  more  confident  with 
new  people  and  new  situations,”  she  said. 

The  Martins  also  set  goals  and  anticipated  life  lessons  the  journey  would 
bring. 

“We  wanted  to  spend  more  time  together  without  the  usual  overbooked, 
‘busyness’  we  normally  fall  into  at  home,  and  show  the  kids  that  people 
live  differently  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  that’s  good  and  OK,” 
Carrie  said.  “For  John  and  me,  it’s  also  been  a time  to  think  about  what’s 
important  to  us,  and  how  we  want  to  spend  the  remainder  of  our  working 
time. 

The  family  chose  locations  where  they  had  never  been,  and  where  John 
and  Carrie  had  done  mission  work. 


John  and  Carrie  pose  with  students 

at  Ngateu  Secondary  School  in  Arusha, Tanzania. 


“We  knew  from  the  beginning  that  we  wanted  to  spend  longer  periods  in 
both  China  and  Tanzania,  because  of  our  previous  experiences  there  and  the 
relationships  we’d  built,”  Carrie  said. 

Adopted  from  China  as  an  infant,  John  and  Carrie’s  daughter,  Lisha, 
provided  a different  perspective  on  the  family’s  travels  to  her  native  home. 

“Seeing  where  Lisha  was  found  and  then  lived  for  her  first  year  and  getting 
to  meet  her  main  caregiver  made  for  a couple  of  long,  emotional  days,”  Carrie 
said.  “They  are  days  that  we’ll  certainly  always  remember  and  cherish  and  look 
back  on  with  gratitude.” 

On  Nov.  4,  2010,  the  family  reached  the  tiny  village  of  Suichuan  where 
Lisha  was  born  and  met  the  people  who  cared  for  her. 

In  their  travel  blog  the  Martins  wrote,  “The  director  and  staff  were  all  very 
warm  and  welcoming,  excited  for  the  chance  to  see  ‘their’  girl  once  again.  They 
loved  the  photo  album  we  brought  that  showed  Lisha  both  in  her  orphanage 
days  and  in  her  life  in  America.” 

The  Martins  also  spent  time  working  with  local  organizations. 

In  China  the  family  worked  with  the  nonprofit  organization  ChinaConnect, 
a nonprofit  organization  that  worked  with  the  family’s  church  in  Washington. 
ChinaConnect  encourages  volunteers  to  “go  and  serve”  and  promotes 
Christianity  with  the  Chinese  people  through  service  and  relationships. 

“(The  organization)  was  instrumental  in  making  it  possible  for  us  to  live  and 
work  at  the  school  in  Nanchang,  and  we  were  thrilled  to  be  able  to  make  our 
own  connections  during  our  time  there,”  Carrie  said.  (More  information  on 
ChinaConnect  is  at  www.chinaconnectonline.org.) 

In  Tanzania  the  Martens  worked  with  the  Safi  School  Project,  a nonprofit 
organization  associated  with  their  church. 

The  Safi  School  Project  helps  support  Tanzanian  schools  by  maximizing  the  efficiency 
of  the  existing  facilities,  supplying  volunteers,  providing  financial  aid,  and  supporting  the 
teachers  and  students.  (More  information  on  the  project  is  at  www.SafiSchoolProject.org.) 

For  the  final  portion  of  their  Tanzania  trip,  John  and  Carrie  helped  with  conversational 
English  skills  and  allowed  the  students  a chance  to  practice  their  language  skills  with 
native  English  speakers. 

“Even  though  we  marveled  in  endless  excitement  at  all  the  touristy  things  we  were  able 
to  enjoy  along  the  way,  it  was  the  pinnacle  of  personal  pride  when  we  were  received  and 
welcomed  with  such  joy  and  gratitude  by  so  many  different  people  in  so  many  different 
cultures  just  because  we  were  willing  to  put  down  our  cameras  and  say,  ‘Is  there  anything 
we  can  help  you  with?’  That’s  something  that  will  most  definitely  make  your  spirit  soar,” 
John  said. 

In  Australia  the  family  worked  with  WWOOF  (Willing  Workers  on  Organic  Farms), 
while  living  with  host  families  in  return  for  food,  accommodation,  and  opportunities  to 
learn  about  organic  lifestyles. 

“We  were  very  blessed  to  stay  with  two  amazing  families  and  would  highly  recommend 
the  experience  to  anyone  who  likes  to  get  to  know  local  people  when  they  travel  and 
immerse  themselves  in  the  local  culture,”  Carrie  said. 

Other  than  an  ear  infection  and  a couple  of  cases  of  the  flu  bug,  the  Martins  said  the 
trip  proved  to  be  a very  rewarding  experience. 

“The  time  away  has  affirmed  our  values,  the  importance  of  family  and  friends,  of  people 
and  relationships  in  our  lives,  of  walking  with  God  and  depending  on  His  goodness,” 
Carrie  said.  “It’s  confirming  the  importance  of  taking  time  to  laugh  and  talk  and  have  fun 
together.” 


Lisha  and  Carrie  give  out  hats  to  babies  at  Suichuan  (Lisha's  orphanage). 
Lisha  started  a project  and  got  friends  at  her  school,  Pleasant  Glade 
Elementary  in  Lacey,  Wash.,  to  help  make  hats  that  the  Martins 
distributed  in  China  and  Tanzania. 


Danielle  Kramer  '1 1 of  Epworth  recently  graduated  as  a communication  arts  major. 


Follow  the  Martins' journey  at  www.travelpod.com/members/jcbl-martin. 


Lisha  with  her  nanny,  Guo  MinLan,  at 
Suichuan  Social  Welfare  Institute.  Guo 
MinLan  was  one  of  Lisha's  primary 
caregivers  during  her  first  year  at  the 
orphanage. 
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Ed  Scharlau's  Water  to  Thrive  campaign  has  assisted  1 00,000  Ethiopians 


Ed  '61  and  Rennie  '61  Scharlau  (left)  and  Water  to  Thrive  board  members  Dick  Moeller  and  Jim  Sorensen  (right)  meet 
with  a rural  Ethiopian  water  committee  during  an  October  2010  trip. 


by  Kristin  Canning 

Ed  Scharlau’s  high  school 
classmates  in  Arcadia, 

Wis.,  could  foretell  the 
future. 

They  prophesied  he  would 
someday  bring  aid  to  Africa, 
and  he  has  done  just  that. 

Beginning  in  2007, 

Scharlau  ’61  helped  raise 
funds  for  12  fresh  water 
wells  that  were  completed  a 
year  later  in  rural  Ethiopia, 
a country  in  extreme  need 
of  clean,  accessible  water.  He 
continues  this  mission  as  one 
of  the  founding  members  of 
the  nonprofit  organization, 

Water  to  Thrive. 

Scharlau,  who  retired 
from  3M  after  a 3 5 -year 
business  career  in  finance  and 
personnel,  cites  the  Jaycees’ 
creed  when  reflecting  on 
his  life’s  work:  ‘“Service  to 
humanity  is  the  best  work  of 
life.’  Service  has  been  both 
my  vocation  in  retirement 
and  avocation  for  me  while 
working.” 

Scharlau  and  other  members  of  Triumphant 
Love  Lutheran  Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  began 
raising  the  funds  for  wells  in  Ethiopia  through 
the  Glimmer  of  Hope  Loundation  after 
studying  world  hunger  and  poverty. 

“When  the  study  was  completed  and 
funds  were  collected  for  12  wells,  we  were 
astounded,”  he  said.  “Our  initial  hope  was  to 
raise  enough  for  one  well.  It  affirmed  our  belief 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  always  active  in  our 
lives.” 

After  those  wells  were  funded,  Scharlau’s 
friend,  Dick  Moeller,  launched  Water  to 
Thrive.  Scharlau  jumped  onboard.  More  than 
170  water  projects  have  been  completed,  aiding 
more  than  100,000  Ethiopians. 

Scharlau  saw  the  desperate  need  for  fresh 
water  wells  during  an  October  2010  trip  to 
Ethiopia. 


“One  in  six  children  dies  before  age  5 of 
a water-borne  disease,”  he  said.  “Mothers 
were  pleading  for  clean  water  to  wash  their 
children’s  eyes  to  prevent  blindness.  They  have 
no  electricity  and  no  means  to  purify  water.” 

Scharlau  also  saw  the  determination  of 
poverty-stricken  children  adamant  about 
obtaining  an  education,  despite  their  plight. 

“We  saw  children  on  dirt  floors  in  school 
sitting  so  close  to  each  other  they  touched,” 
Scharlau  said.  “Children  were  learning  English 
as  well  as  Amharic  - their  native  dialect  - 
geography,  history,  and  how  to  grow  crops.” 

Lives  in  the  communities  with  the  new  wells 
have  been  changed  forever.  “We  consistently 
were  told  that  they  no  longer  have  diseases, 
their  children  are  in  school,  and  they  praise 
and  thank  God  daily  for  their  blessings,” 
Scharlau  said. 


He  visited  a well  funded  by  the  initial  study 
group  and  spoke  with  the  residents.  “To 
stand  there  and  realize  that  about  500  rural 
Ethiopians  have  had  fresh,  disease-free  water 
for  two-and-a-half  years  just  made  me  weak- 
kneed  and  my  heart  beat  fast,”  Scharlau  said. 

But  the  need  continues.  Scharlau  visited 
a water  collection  site  that  had  water  run-off 
filled  with  bacteria,  animal  feces,  dirt,  and 
scum  — common  in  impoverished  rural  areas. 

“As  we  were  about  to  leave  an  Ethiopian 
lady  pleaded,  ‘I  hope  we  are  on  your  list  to 
construct  a well  this  year,  not  for  me,  but  for 
my  children,”’  Scharlau  said.  “We  are  funding 
a well  there  this  year  thanks  to  God’s  love  and 
generous  donors.” 

Scharlau  said  Water  to  Thrive  reached  a 
goal  of  $100,000  recently  for  a large  water 
project  and  now  has  a new  objective.  “Our 
congregation  is  working  toward  a goal  of 
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having  500  members  serve  500 
Ethiopians  with  a donation  of  $10 
each  month,”  Scharlau  said.  “That 
would  provide  one  freshwater  well  per 
month.” 

Scharlau  and  his  wife,  Rennie  Fiegen 
’61,  have  reconnected  with  fellow 
Wartburg  alumni  the  Rev.  Leonard 
’58  and  Shirley  Ehlert  ’60  Flachman  of 
Minneapolis  through  Water  to  Thrive. 
Leonard  was  a missionary  in  Ethiopia 
after  graduation.  Shirley  found  Water 
to  Thrive  while  searching  the  Internet. 

At  Wartburg,  Scharlau  was  a campus 
photographer  while  Leonard  was 
editor  of  The  Fortress  yearbook.  The 
Scharlaus  later  became  co-editors  of 
the  yearbook. 

Shirley  created  a painting  based  on 
a photograph  of  an  Ethiopian  woman 
taken  by  Leonard.  The  woman  was 
collecting  what  little  water  she  could 
from  a small  hole  she  had  dug.  Water 
to  Thrive  provides  a signed  print  as  a 
gift  to  the  people  and  congregations 
that  donate  a full  well  project  to  the 
organization,  (see  sidebar) 

This  50-year  connection  of  friends 
and  classmates  has  been  one  of  many 
rewarding  experiences  the  Scharlaus 


have  had  while  working  with  Water  to 
Thrive. 

The  most  meaningful  element,  Ed 
Scharlau  said,  is  “sharing  God’s  grace 
with  those  who  have  so  little  and  to 
feel  their  thankfulness  through  their 
smile  of  joy  and  words  when  they 
receive  this  very  basic  gift  — fresh, 
clean,  disease-free  water.  They  are  so 
thankful  to  God  and  to  those  who 
make  it  possible.” 

His  goal  for  Water  to  Thrive  is  to 
“establish  ambassadors-advocates  to 
help  spread  the  model  of  having  dollars 
donated  to  water  wells  go  directly  to 
the  projects.” 

Faith  motivates  the  Scharlaus. 

“All  we  have  to  do  is  pray  for  the 
opportunities  and  allow  God  to 
work  through  us,”  Ed  said.  “This 
astonishment  drives  us  to  do  more.” 

He  has  no  intention  of  slowing 
down.  “I  am  71  and  intend  to  continue 
serving  our  Lord  in  ways  that  I hope 
have  a ‘doing’  element.” 


Kristin  Canning  '14  is  a communication  arts  major 
from  Lisbon. 


Impact  of  a photo 


When  Shirley  Ehlert  Flachman  ’60  found 
a photo  of  an  Ethiopian  woman  dipping 
water  out  of  a hole  that  she  had  dug  in  a 
dry  riverbed,  she  used  it  as  a reference  for  a 
painting  of  which  Water  to  Thrive  now  gives 
prints  to  donors. 

The  photo,  she  wrote,  profoundly  impacted 
her: 

“I  was  attracted  to  the  beauty  of  the  clay 
jugs,  grace  of  her  outstretched  arm,  and  her 
expression  of  patience.  ...  I studied  its  every 
detail  as  I painted  until  I began  to  feel  like  I 
was  sitting  with  her,  digging  the  sand  with  my 
paintbrush,  feeling  the  ache  she  must  have  felt 
from  squatting  such  a long  time,  transferring 
cup  after  cup  of  water  into  the  clay  jug. 

“She  was  not  just  dumping  the  water  into 
the  jug.  She  was  pouring  it  slowly  in  order  to 
withhold  as  much  silt  as  possible.  I felt  the 
thickness  and  weight  of  the  clay  pot  and  the 
roughness  of  the  rope  as  I painted.  The  hole  in 
the  shoulder  of  her  dress  was  probably  worn  by 
the  rasping  of  the  rope. 

“I  wondered  how  long  it  took  to  fill  that  jug, 
how  much  it  weighed  when  full  of  water,  and 
how  far  she  would  have  to  carry  it  on  her  back. 
How  would  she  use  this  water?  She  looked  to 
be  in  her  late  forties.  How  much  longer  would 
she  be  able  to  carry  such  a weight?  Did  she 
survive  the  terrible  drought  and  famine  that 
struck  Ethiopia  a few  years  later?  Whatever 
happened  to  her?  ... 

“I  shall  never  look  in  the  same  way  at  the  water 
available  to  us  at  the  slightest  twist  of  a faucet.” 
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Making  a difference  through  the  Peace  Corps 
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Four  Wartburg  graduates  have  been  teaching  in  Burkina 

by  Sarah  Boraas  ' 


ne  of  the  world's  poorest  nations 
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commitment. 

In  recent  years,  four  Wartburg 
alumni  became  Peace  Corps 
volunteers  in  Burkina  Faso  (formerly 
Upper  Volta),  a landlocked  country 
in  western  Africa  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  poorest  in  the  world. 

The  Peace  Corps  program  in 
Burkina  Faso  focuses  on  education 
and  empowerment,  small  enterprise 
development  and  health.  The  Wartburg 
graduates  have  been  heavily  involved  in 
education. 

“I  currently  teach  four  different  classes  at  my  high 
school  — the  smallest  class  has  80  kids  and  the  largest 
108,”  said  Tyler  Vachta  ’08.  The  Cresco  native  resides  in  the 
village  of  Tougan. 

One  of  the  main  focuses  of  the  Peace  Corps  program  is  giving  young 
girls  a promising  future.  Jessi  LeClear  Vachta  ’08,  a native  of  Northwood 
and  Tyler’s  wife,  is  helping  that  effort. 

“My  job  is  to  work  with  teenage  girls,”  Jessi  said.  “I  run  two  girls  clubs 
that  focus  on  teaching  sex  education,  increasing  self-confidence  and  life 
skills,  and  planning  for  the  future.” 

Dani  Parshall  ’09  of  Circles  Pines,  Minn.,  lives  in  the  village  of  Yaho 
and  teaches  high-school  level  math  and  science. 

“For  me,  the  hardest  thing  to  get  used  to  was  speaking  in  French,”  she 
said.  “French  is  the  official  language  spoken  here,  and  the  last  time  I 
studied  it  was  in  high  school.” 

The  volunteers  are  encouraged  to  have  a secondary  project  to  help 
their  communities. 

Volunteers  in  the  large  cities  have  running  water,  indoor  plumbing, 
electricity,  and  the  Internet.  They  are  creating  websites  and  databases  for 
companies.  However,  those  luxuries  don’t  exist  in  the  rural  communities, 
where  the  emphasis  is  on  basic  health  and  sanitation. 

“Some  ideas  I’ve  been  thinking  of  involve  a library  for  the  school 
and  helping  a women’s  group  improve  its  income,”  Parshall  said.  “It  all 
depends  on  the  needs  of  the  village  you  live  in.” 


Dani  Parshall  '09  teaches  math  and  science  in  Burkina  Faso. 


The  fourth  Wartburg 
alumnus  in  Burkina  Faso, 
David  Neil  ’08  of  Downs, 

111.,  has  transferred 
to  China,  where  he 
is  an  English  teacher 
at  Northwest  Normal 
University  in  Lanzhou. 

“I  had  been  reading  a lot 
of  things  about  China  when 
I was  in  Africa,”  he  said.  “It 
intrigued  me,  and  I wanted 
to  see  it  for  myself.” 

Their  Wartburg  education 
influenced  their  desire  to  help 
communities  overseas. 

Tyler  Vachta  volunteered  on  Winter 
Break  service  trips  and  at  the  Bremwood 
Lutheran  Children’s  Home. 

“Service  was  a part  of  our  life  at  Wartburg, 
particularly  after  a powerful  May  Term  in  the  Dominican 
Republic,”  Vachta  said.  “Jessi  and  I both  felt  called  to  serve  abroad  and 
began  to  explore  various  volunteer  programs.  In  the  fall  of  2007,  while 
studying  at  Wartburg  West,  we  applied  to  the  Peace  Corps.” 

“I  really  appreciated  the  effort  made  by  Wartburg  staff  and  faculty  to 
push  me  to  take  advantage  of  traveling,  volunteering,  and  internship 
experiences,”  Jessi  said.  “The  decision  to  join  the  Peace  Corps  was  a 
process  of  reflection  that  was  influenced  greatly  by  the  education  and 
support  I received  at  Wartburg.” 

The  volunteers  savor  their  rewarding  experiences  while  volunteering  in 
Burkina  Faso. 

“I  really  enjoy  it  when  the  neighborhood  kids  stop  by  to  make  tea  and 
just  chat,”  Tyler  said.  “Spending  time  with  the  kids  gives  me  the  chance 
to  really  see  the  positive  effects  I can  have  on  them. 

“There’s  a saying  throughout  Burkina  Faso,  ‘If  there’s  enough  for  one, 
there’s  enough  for  two.’  This  is  true  here  in  situations  ranging  from 
unexpected  guests  at  dinner  to  seats  on  a crowded  bus.  In  a country  that 
has  nothing,  they’re  still  willing  to  give.  This  has  had  a major  effect  on 
me. 

Sarah  Boraas  'T4  is  a pre-law  major  from  Sherrard,  III. 
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From  the  blog  'Tyler  and  Jessi  in  Burkina  Faso' 

“What  would  you  do  if  a sorceress  lived  next  door? ... 

“About  two  months  ago  an  old  woman  moved  into  our 
neighborhood.  We  first  met  her  when  she  came  over  to  our 
house  to  ask  for  food  and  work.  We  said  we  would  pay  her  to 
sweep  our  yard.  (Side  note:  It  actually  is  like  that  scene  from 
The  Flintstones  where  Betty  Rubble  is  sweeping  the  dirt  off 
the  dirt  floor.  That  happens  here  all  the  time,  and  the  world 
actually  does  look  better  for  it.)  After  she  swept  our  yard, 
neighbors  warned  us  to  keep  our  distance  from  her,  that  she  was 
a sorceress. 

“How  do  you  know  someone  practices  sorcery?  The  fact  that 
she  lives  alone  and  has  no  family  are  pretty  solid  grounds  ...  for 
accusing  someone  of  sorcery  here.  Additionally,  people  claim  to 
have  seen  her  practicing  sorcery  (making  incantations,  working 
with  certain  local  plants). 

“What  is  sorcery  here?  Well  it’s  a sort  of  ‘black  magic,’  I guess, 
(not  voodoo)  that  certain  people  practice  to  cause  harm  to 
others.  Sorcery  can  only  be  used  for  had  things.  Everyone  here 
seems  to  believe  in  it,  from  village  kids  to  well-educated  citizens. 
When  bad  times  befall  a family,  particularly  with  mysterious 
deaths,  sorcery  is  to  blame.  Our  neighbors  are  all  firm  in  their 
belief  that  sorcery  exists,  and  there’s  no  changing  that. 

“So  what’s  complicated?  Well  it’s  that  whole  ‘be  kind  to  your 
neighbors’  thing.  The  woman  is  very,  very  poor,  so  if  she  comes 
begging  for  food,  we  want  to  help  her  out.  However,  in  doing 
so  our  neighbors  believe  we  are  ignoring  their  well-intentioned 
advice  to  stay  away  from  her.  More  than  that,  our  neighbors 
believe  she  could  cause  harm  to  their  families,  and  we  are 
helping  her! 

“I  can  understand  why  they  would  feel  insulted!  Do  1 believe 
she  can  cause  harm  to  their  families?  No.  Therefore,  I should 
continue  to  be  neighborly  to  her,  right?  The  complicated  thing 
is  being  kind  and  neighborly  to  her  without  hurting  the  good 
relations  we  have  established  with  our  neighbors,  who  are 
extremely  important  to  us  here.  I know  that  it  involves  finding  a 
balance,  but  I’m  just  not  sure  where  that  lies  yet.” 


By  the  books.  Wart  burg 
helps  out  in  the  Holy  Land 

by  Sarah  Boraas 

Wartburg  College  is  helping  make  a difference  for 
the  four  schools  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  Jordan  and  the  Holy  Land. 

During  a recent  May  Term  course  taught  by  religion 
professor  Dr.  Waiter  “Chip”  Bouzard,  students  distributed 
more  than  170  books  through  the  ELCJHL’s  Libraries 
Project.  The  books  were  provided  by  individuals  and  the 
Wartburg  Seminary  and  through  cash  contributions. 

“These  schools  lack  funds,”  Bouzard  said,  “which  makes 
it  hard  to  purchase  books  for  the  students.  Also,  because 
of  the  security  and  military  concerns  in  this  country,  it’s 
difficult  to  receive  donations  from  other  countries. 

“We  are  just  one  group  of  many  supporting  this  cause.” 
The  four  ELCJHL  schools,  which  date  back  to  1851, 
and  their  201  instructors  provide  an  education  for 
kindergarten  through  12th  grade  students,  with  2,027 
receiving  subsidized  tuition  during  the  2010-11  school 
year.  Students  are  accepted  regardless  of  gender,  race, 
religion,  or  income.  While  the  majority  is  considered 
Christian,  47.5  percent  are  Muslim. 

Wartburg  faculty  members  — present  and  past  — 
are  helping  address  the  schools  needs.  “1  have  many 
connections  with  the  Lutheran  community  in  Jordan  and 
the  Holy  Land,”  said  Bouzard.  “I  also  am  very  close  to 
Fred  Strickert,  who  has  many  connections  in  this  area  as 
well.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Strickert  taught  at  Wartburg  for  22  years 
before  retiring  in  2010.  He  and  his  wife,  Gloria,  work 
with  ELCA  Global  Missions  in  Jerusalem  and  serve  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  an  English-speaking 
congregation  in  Jerusalem.  Fred  Strickert  also  is  special 
assistant  to  the  Rev.  Munib  Younan,  bishop  of  the 
ELCJHL  and  president  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation. 

The  May  Term  course  also  makes  a difference  for  the 
Wartburg  students.  “From  my  experience,  I have  found 
that  students  get  involved  with  this  trip  because  they 
believe  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  But  they  leave  with  an 
overwhelming  passion  for  justice  in  Palestine  and  Israel,” 
Bouzard  said.  “Students  continue  to  stay  engaged  and  help 
in  this  area  of  the  country.” 

Sarah  Boraas  '14  is  a pre-law  major  from  Sherrard,  III. 
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by  Saul  Shapiro 

Lomoro  Moses  Santino  ’13  from  Sudan 
and  Yvonne  Tracy  Ayesiga  T3  from 
neighboring  Uganda  want  to  change 
the  lives  of  women  in  Africa. 

This  summer  — thanks  to  a $10,000  Davis 
Projects  for  Peace  grant  — they  will  try  to 
remove  harriers  to  education  for  girls  in 
Sudan.  They  will  oversee  construction  of 
private  latrines  at  schools  to  alleviate  the 
embarrassment  and 
absenteeism  young 
girls  suffer  related  to 
menstruation,  while 
promoting  awareness 
about  adolescent  issues 
and  social  hygiene. 

The  Davis  Projects 
for  Peace  program 
is  the  initiative  of 
philanthropist  Kathryn 
Wasserman  Davis,  who 
celebrated  her  100th 
birthday  in  2007  by 
committing  $1  million 
annually  to  fund  100 
grass-roots  efforts  by 
college  students. 

Wartburg  students 

have  received  Davis  grants  the  past  five  years 
— bore-hole  drilling  to  provide  safe  water  in  a 
Nigerian  village,  fighting  malaria  by  helping 
Amerindians  in  Guyana  make  mosquito 
nets,  removing  land  mines  in  Cambodia,  and 
promoting  “inclusion”  in  Iowa. 

Santino  and  Ayesiga  are  both  Davis  United 
World  College  scholars  — a program  co- 
founded by  Shelby  Davis  (son  of  Kathryn 
Wasserman  Davis)  that  supports  2,000 
students  from  133  countries  at  more  than  90 
U.S.  colleges  and  universities. 

For  Santino  from  Yei,  a city  of  40,000  on  the 
southern  Sudan  border  with  Uganda,  Davis 
Projects  for  Peace  is  a chance  to  give  back. 

“1  finished  high  school  in  Uganda  in  2004,” 
he  said,  “but  my  parents  could  not  pay  for  me 
to  go  to  school.  So  I had  to  stay  home  through 
2006.  I wanted  to  go  to  college,  but  I worked  at 
home  and  for  an  organization  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development.” 

But  an  advertisement  on  a public  board 
prompted  his  application  and  acceptance  to 
the  Davis  Program. 


The  Davis  program  requires  its  scholars  to 
enroll  in  two-year,  pre-university  studies  at  one 
of  its  13  global  campuses.  Santino  studied  in 
Costa  Rica,  where  most  of  the  students  were 
females,  countering  a Sudanese  perception 
“that  the  education  of  women  is  a wasted 
education.” 

“It  is  a culture  that,  when  women  get 
married,  the  parents  receive  dowries  in  return. 
But  as  far  as  education,  anything  the  daughter 


does  is  going  to  benefit  the  husband’s  family, 
while  the  boys  will  remain  in  the  house  to 
help  them.  The  communities  and  parents  must 
understand  that  educating  women  is  not  only 
going  to  benefit  the  husband,  but  will  help 
keep  the  communities  alive.”  Santino  said. 

Ayesiga  also  was  inspired  by  her  UWC 
experience.  “It  gave  me  hope  that  I can  do 
anything  I want,”  she  said,  “that  everything  is 
possible  irrespective  of  my  gender,  sex,  color, 
economic  or  social  background.” 

She  chose  Wartburg,  she  added,  “due  to  its 
priceless  engagement  in  service,  leadership, 
learning,  and  faith.  Serving  others  is  important 
to  a peaceful  and  unified  community.” 

Santino  returned  to  Sudan  in  2008  and 
talked  to  educators  about  challenges  females 
face.  The  schools,  he  determined,  were  “girl- 
unfriendly.” 

“When  I asked  why  girls  have  not  been 
showing  up  in  classes,  they  said  it’s  not  because 
of  school  fees,”  Santino  remarked.  “In  most 
schools,  there  is  only  one  latrine,  which  anyone 
can  use.  When  it’s  closed,  there  are  people  who 


want  it  open.  The  girls  aren’t  getting  the 
privacy  they  need  during  menstruation,  so 
they’re  not  coming  to  school.” 

“Given  the  fact  that  Sudan  and  Uganda  are 
neighbors,”  Ayesiga  added,  “there  is  so  much 
commonality  when  it  comes  to  gender  issues.” 

The  Wartburg  students  also  hope  to 
provide  education  on  radio  shows  about 
adolescent  health  issues.  “Such  knowledge 
is  critical  if  girls  are  to  feel  comfortable  and 

confident  about  coping  with  normal 
development  changes  and  to  be 
better  prepared  emotionally  to  take 
care  of  themselves,”  Santino  said. 

Ayesiga  can  offer  herself  as  a role 
model.  “I  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  talk  to  the  girls,  hear  their  stories, 
hopes  and  dreams,”  she  said.  “But 
above  all,  I will  be  able  to  share  my 
personal  life  stories,  which  I believe 
will  help  change  a life.” 

Santino  also  was  selected  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Clinton  Global 
Initiative  University  in  San  Diego 
in  April,  where  1,100  campus 
leaders  from  90  countries  converged 
to  develop  creative  solutions  to 
problems. 

He  wants  to  help  Sudanese  widows 
who  have  suffered  through  two  brutal  north- 
south  civil  wars  that  killed  two  million  people 
and  displaced  four  million  between  1955-2005 
with  an  intervening  11-year  cease  fire.  The 
conflict  pitted  the  predominantly  Arab  and 
Muslim  north  against  the  African  and  mostly 
Christian  and  Animist  south.  South  Sudan 
voted  for  tis  independence  in  January  and 
became  a new  nation  in  July. 

“Most  of  the  women,  especially  in  south 
Sudan,  lost  their  husbands,”  Santino  said. 

“So  they  must  face  the  reality  of  providing  for 
their  kids.  Most  of  them  are  uneducated.  They 
cannot  get  higher-paying  jobs  to  meet  their 
kids’  needs  — like  paying  school  fees  or  buying 
them  clothes. 

“I  talked  to  women  who  have  done  tailoring. 
Now  I’m  looking  at  partnering  with  them  — if  I 
can  get  some  funds  - to  buy  sewing  machines. 

I would  loan  them  the  sewing  machines 
and  give  them  some  starting  capital  to  buy 
materials.” 
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Nigerian  students  on  a mission 
to  light  up  Indian  village 


by  Saul  Shapiro 

Dr.  Timothy  Ewest  preaches 
the  gospel  of  social 
entrepreneurship. 

“It  is  using  existing  ideas, 
materials,  technical  innovations, 
resources,  and  people  to 
address  social  issues  with  a 
business  model  so  the  social 
impact  is  financially  sustainable 
and  scalable,”  said  Ewest,  an 
assistant  professor  of  business 
administration  and  a theologian. 

Shalom  Nwaokolo  and 
Adamu  Muhammad  are  among 
his  adherents.  The  fourth-year 
students  from  Nigeria  must  raise 
$14,000  to  electrify  Najafgar 
Bhoshal  Vipauji,  a village  of  100 
households  and  500  people  in 
the  northeast  India  state  of  Uttar 
Pradesh. 

“It  is  not  on  the  map  of 
the  world,  but  it  exists,”  said 
Nwaokolo,  an  economics  and 


math  double  major  whose  goal  is 
to  champion  the  underprivileged. 
“They  are  off  the  national  and 
the  state  grid  of  electricity,  and 
the  village  cannot  afford  the 
cost  of  electrification  with  most 
companies.” 

Residents  rely  on  light  from 
handcrafted  kerosene  lamps, 
which  emit  poisonous  soot  and 
cause  fires.  State-subsidized 
kerosene  — their  second  largest 
expenditure  after  food  — drains 
their  $7  monthly  per  capita 
income. 

The  initiative  has  its  roots  in 
2006,  when  Nwaokolo  met  Nikhil 
Jaisinghani,  then  a U.S.  Agency 
for  International  Development 
project  officer  in  Nigeria,  during 
preparations  for  a visit  by  First 
Lady  Laura  Bush  to  his  school. 

“I  do  portraits,  and  I thought 
it  would  be  a good  idea  to  do 
one  of  Laura  Bush  as  a souvenir,” 
Nwaokolo  said.  “I  approached 


the  American  about  it,  and  we 
became  friends.” 

Jaisinghani,  who  has  degrees  in 
international  relations  from  the 
University  of  Virginia  and  Johns 
Hopkins,  told  Nwaokolo  about 
his  Peace  Corps  experiences 
teaching  math  in  South  Asia  to 
students  who  barely  had  enough 
light  from  kerosene  lanterns  to 
study  after  sundown. 

Nwaokolo  and  Muhammed 
came  to 
Wartburg  after 
meeting  at 
the  Educating 
Advising 
Center,  a 
U.S.  embassy 
program  in 
Nigeria  that 
helps  students 
apply  to  U.S. 
schools.  A 
counselor  who  knew  David 
Fredrick,  Wartburg’s  now 
retired  associate  director  for 
international  admissions 
recruitment,  recommended 
the  college. 

Nwaokolo  was  learning 
about  social  entrepreneurship 
at  Wartburg  when 
Jaisinghakni,  who  had  started 
Mera  Gao  Micro  Grid  Power, 
a social  enterprise  in  Uttar 
Pradesh,  told  him  about  NBV. 
“His  company  has  one  of  the 
lowest  electrification  rates 
in  India,  but  NBV  could  not 
afford  the  costs,”  Nwaokolo 
said. 

So  the  Wartburg  students 
made  it  their  mission  to 
lay  the  foundation.  “Micro 
Grid  Power  will  provide  us 
with  technical  services,  free 
labor,  and  sustain  the  project 


well  into  the  future,”  Nwaokolo 
said,  “but  we  need  $14,000  for 
purchasing  solar  panels,  wiring 
households,  and  light  bulbs,”  plus 
incidental  expenses. 

The  electricity  would  cost  NBV 
residents  $1  per  month  — more 
affordable  than  kerosene. 

Nwaokolo  and  Muhammed 
have  established  a website  and 
are  soliciting  donations  at  www. 
lightingnbv.org.  They  remain 
true  to  Ewest’s 
admonition  to 
make  the  project 
“financially 
sustainable  and 
scalable.” 

“The  reason 
we  didn’t  go  to 
Nigeria,”  said 
Muhammad,  a 
biochemistry  major 
intent  on  going 
to  medical  school,  “was  because 
we  needed  someone  who  could 
sustain  this  project,  and  the 
contact  we  trust  is  in  India.” 

“Although  the  model  is 
in  India,”  Nwaokolo  added, 

“we’ll  take  it  back  to  Nigeria 
to  do  similar  work.  We  need 
connections,  so  wherever  we’re 
going  to  do  it,  we’ll  have  people 
who  make  the  project  ready  and 
sustainable.” 

Ewest  endorsed  their  effort. 

“The  Lighting  NBV 
project  is  exactly  what  social 
entrepreneurship  is  about,”  he 
said.  “Wartburg  should  proudly 
hold  its  head  high  whenever  we 
get  involved  with  projects  like 
this.  The  social  entrepreneurship 
model  is  being  used  successfully 
in  many  parts  of  the  world  to 
bring  lighting  to  rural  areas  in 
sustainable  ways.” 


You  can  learn  more  about 
Lighting  NBV  and  make  a 
donation  at  http://www. 
lightingnbv.org/orcheck 
out  its  Facebook  page. 
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Jaguar's  Corrigan 
among  top  women 
in  auto  industry 

Wartburg  alumna  credits 
overseas  studies  in  helping 
her  become  successful 

by  Kristin  Canning 


Business  cards  for  Sharon  Corrigan  only 
briefly  stay  current  as  she  rapidly  rises 
through  the  ranks. 

During  the  past  decade,  the  1980  Wartburg 
alumna  has  quickly  made  her  way  up  the  ranks 
of  the  Jaguar  hierarchy  and  claimed  a leadership 
position  in  the  automotive  industry. 

Last  fall,  Automotive  News  named  Corrigan,  now 
national  sales  operations  manager  for  Jaguar  Land 
Rover  North  America,  LLC,  as  one  of  the  100 
Leading  Women  in  the  Automotive  Industry. 

Corrigan  has  helped  spearhead  the 
transformation  of  the  Linked  Kingdormbased 
luxury  automaker  in  the  United  States  through 
advertising  and  public  relations  initiatives  “to  get 
people  to  realize  that  we  are  not  the  old  Jaguar,  but 
a new,  contemporary  luxury  brand.” 

Her  recognition  came  as  Jaguar  reported  a 62 
percent  boost  in  sales  last  August  amid  a down 
economy  and  a 13  percent  increase  at  the  time 
year-to-date.  That  growth  continued  this  spring  as 
Jaguar  posted  a year-over-year  U.S.  sales  increase  of 
39  percent  in  March,  far  outpacing  the  overall  new 
vehicle  market. 

Corrigan,  a Frederika,  Iowa,  native  and  daughter 
of  retired  Wartburg  College  controller  Rosie 
Hoffman,  has  been  in  the  automotive  industry  for 
28  years. 

“The  automotive  business  is  constantly 
changing.  What  worked  last  year  or  even  last 
month  may  not  work  this  month,”  Corrigan  said. 
“The  pieces  are  always  moving  and  excitement  lies 
in  trying  to  figure  it  out  to  be  successful.” 

Ten  years  ago,  after  working  as  the  marketing 
manager  for  Lincoln  Mercury,  Corrigan  moved 
to  the  Retail  Communications  Department  at 
Jaguar’s  Sales  and  Marketing  Headquarters  in 


AG  U A R 


California.  Three  years  later,  she 
relocated  to  New  Jersey,  where  she 
became  the  regional  manager  for  the 
Jaguar  Northern  Region. 

Corrigan’s  role  expanded  to 
cover  the  entire  nation  as  Jaguar 
reorganized.  In  2009,  she  became 
vice  president  of  retail  operations  and 
was  promoted  to  vice  president  of 
marketing  last  year. 

“I  have  enjoyed  the  last  year  in 
marketing  as  we  launched  the  all-new 
2011  Jaguar  XJ  through  an  innovative 
city  takeover  marketing  campaign,” 
Corrigan  said. 

That  effort  involved  high-profile 
advertising  and  sponsorships  focusing 
primarily  on  the  New  York,  Los 
Angeles,  and  Miami  markets.  She 
also  worked  on  Jaguar  Platinum 
Coverage,  a best-in-class  maintenance 
and  warranty  program  released  at  the 
same  time. 

Her  latest  position  as  national  sales 
operations  manager  began  April  1. 


“It  has  been  an  interesting,  challenging,  and 
exciting  career,”  Corrigan  said. 

Corrigan  majored  in  German  and  business 
at  Wartburg,  while  studying  in  Germany  for 
two  years. 

Corrigan  said  studying  overseas  through 
Wartburg  allowed  her  to  be  a more  successful 
businesswoman. 

“It  taught  me  to  be  flexible  in  my  approach 
and  to  comfortably  manage  change  in  new 
and  different  situations,”  Corrigan  said.  “I 
am  level-headed,  even-tempered,  and  have  the 
ability  to  stay  focused  even  when  the  world 
around  me  is  crashing. 

“Living  and  working  abroad  is  still  a goal  of 
mine,”  she  added.  “Maybe  with  Jaguar,  which 
has  its  global  headquarters  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  that  goal  will  become  a reality.” 

Corrigan  said  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  the  marketing  position  at  Jaguar  is 
“connecting  customers  and  dealers  with  the 
products  and  marketing  campaigns. 

“Our  dealers  and  owners  are  very  passionate 
about  the  product,”  she  said.  “It  is  so  fulfilling 
to  listen  to  them  talk  about  the  car  or  a 
marketing  campaign,  and  how  it  connected 
with  them.” 

Corrigan  also  enjoys  seeing  customers’ 
reactions  to  test  drives  at  Jaguar’s  “Ride  and 
Drive”  events. 

“People  are  so  excited  about  our  cars  after 
they  drive  them,”  Corrigan  said.  “They  are  all 
smiles  when  they  get  out.” 

Corrigan  said  her  biggest  challenge  is 
finding  a balance  between  home  and  work  life. 

“The  job  can  be  all-consuming.  There  is 
always  more  to  accomplish,”  Corrigan  said. 

Corrigan  celebrated  her  20th  anniversary 
in  June  with  her  husband,  Dan.  They  live  in 
Mahwah,  N.J.,  with  their  14-year-old  daughter, 
Kathleen. 

Kristin  Canning  '14  is  a communication  arts  major  from 
Lisbon. 
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Del  Doherty's  Wartburg  takeaways 
lead  to  a big  payoff 


by  Hannah  Cox 


He  had  two  essays  published,  “Never  Let  a 
Disaster  Go  to  Waste:  Opportunities  Provided  by  the  Swine  Flu 
Epidemic  for  Global  Health  Emergency  Response,”  in  the  Lancet  and 
Global  Forum  for  Health  Research  and  “Home  Care:  A New  Frontier 
for  Pharmacy  Practice,”  in  the  Student  Pharmacist  magazine  of  the 
American  Pharmacist  Association. 

He  is  currently  pursuing  his  Ph.D.  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  working  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Medical  Center,  Fairview- 
West  Bank  as  an  inpatient  staff  pharmacist.  He  is  also  a consultant 
with  Prometric  Testing  Services,  developing  tests  for  international 
pharmacy  graduates  preparing  for  U.S.  licensure. 

His  dedication  to  Wartburg  is  evident  in  his  continued  involvement 
as  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  representing 
Wartburg  at  college  fairs  around  the  Twin  Cities. 

“He’s  been  a fabulous  alum,”  said  Dr.  Edith  Waldstein,  vice  president 
for  enrollment  management.  “He  comes  back  and  helps  out  with 
international  students  now.” 

At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Board,  Doherty  was  officially 
named  president-elect.  He  will  serve  for  two  years  in  that  position,  and 
then  assume  the  role  as  president  of  the  board. 


Hanna  Cox  '12  is  a communication  arts  major  from  Epworth. 


When  Dr.  Delford  “Del”  Doherty  graduated  from 

Wartburg  College  in  2006,  he  not  only  would  take 
away  a degree,  but  a wife  and  a 
letter  of  acceptance  to  the 
University  of  Minnesota 
School  of  Pharmacy. 

Doherty,  from  Sierra  Leone  in  West  Africa, 
struck  the  mother  lode  because  of  a discovery 
his  mother  made.  She  came  across  OurWaverly. 
com  and  recommended  that  her  son  look  into 
the  college  there.  He  applied  and  was  accepted, 
but  didn’t  know  what  to  expect. 

“1  didn’t  even  know  where  Iowa  was  to  start 
with,”  he  said,  “and  I decided  to  come  all  the 
way  to  Waverly.” 

Doherty  pursued  a double  major  in 
biochemistry  and  biology,  while  holding 
leadership  positions  in  Student  Senate,  as 
diversity  assistant  for  two  years,  and  the 
International  Club,  including  one  year  as 
president. 

Toward  the  end  of  his  first  year  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  in  2007,  Doherty  decided  to  develop  a 
joint-degree  program.  He  graduated  in  2010  with  his  doctorate  in 
pharmacy  and  master’s  degree  in  public  health,  becoming  the  first 
pharmacy  student  to  concurrently  complete  both  programs  in  four 
years.  He  also  won  both  the  Minnesota  Society  of  Health  System 
Pharmacists’  Outstanding  Pharmacy  Student  Award  and  Minnesota 
Pharmacist  Association  Patient  Education  Award. 

He  credits  his  wife,  Stephanie  Baty  Doherty  ’06,  for  “being  a very 
good  support  system  and  a wonderful  partner  in  the  entire  journey,” 
while  also  expressing  his  appreciation  for  the  role  Wartburg  played. 

“I  want  to  use  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your 
continuing  support  over  the  years,”  he  wrote  in  an  email  to  faculty 
and  school  officials.  “You  have  all  been  very  influential  in  my 
professional  development.  Without  all  of  you  I would  not  reach  this 
milestone.  For  that  I’d  like  to  thank  you  all  and  express  my  deep  and 
sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  your  mentorship/trust  and 
investment  in  me.” 

Doherty  said  a new  world  opened  up  for  him  after  combining 
pharmacy  and  public  health.  He  had  numerous  internships, 
including  those  with  the  Minnesota  Public  Health  Department,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health,  and  the  World  Health  Organization  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland. 
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Castle  Singers  jazz  it  u 
United  Arab  Emirates 


20 

*HS 


Ensemble  spends  Winter  Break  at  international 
schools  performing  and  instructing 


by  Hannah  Cox 

The  Castle  Singers  spread 
the  “international 
language  of  jazz”  during  a 
Winter  Break  tour  of  the 
United  Arab  Emirates. 

The  vocal  jazz  ensemble  spent 
two  days  in  Dubai  and  four  days 
in  Abu  Dhabi,  the  two  largest 
cities  in  the  oil-rich  emirates 
in  the  southeastern  Arabian 
Peninsula  on  the  Persian  Gulf, 
Feb.  26-March  5. 

They  performed  and  conducted 
jazz  workshops  at  the  American 
School  in  Dubai  and  the 
American  Community  School  in 
Abu  Dhabi,  which  have  students 
from  around  the  world. 

Dr.  Jane  Andrews,  professor  of 
music  and  director  of  the  Castle 
Singers,  said  they  performed 
a wide  array  of  jazz;  including 
music  from  Brazil,  Sweden,  and 
the  United  States. 

“Jazz  was  definitely  the 
right  music  to  take  there.  It’s 
international,”  Andrews  said. 

Wartburg  students  taught 
scatting  and  improvisation 
during  the  workshops.  Andrews 
said  “scat  battles”  were  a way  to 
provide  students  freedom  within 
a structure. 

“Improvisation  is  just  so 
powerful  because  it  allows  the 
students  to  use  their  creativity, 
as  compared  to  so  much  of  the 
rote  learning  going  on  in  schools 
today,”  Andrews  said. 


Caroline  Lake  T3  of 
Independence,  said  the 
experience  was  very  gratifying. 

“They  were  so  excited  to  do 
it  [scat],  and  they  treated  us  like 
we  were  professionals,  which  was 
really  cool,”  she  said. 

The  invitation  came  at  the 
behest  of  Martha  Jensen,  a 
Luther  College  graduate  who 
teaches  junior  high  and  high 
school  music  at  the  American 
Community  School. 

Andrews  is  a family  friend,  and 
Jensen  was  her  student  from  the 
sixth  grade  through  high  school 
in  Overland  Park,  Kan. 

“I  went  over  on  my  sabbatical 


last  year  to  conduct  The  Messiah, 
working  with  professional  singers 
and  school  and  community 
members,”  Andrews  said,  “and 
she  asked  me  about  bringing 
our  group  over.  I came  back  and 
asked  the  Castle  Singers,  and 
most  — but  not  all  — were  able  to 
go.” 

In  Dubai,  the  Castle  Singers 
led  workshops  with  the  band  and 
choir  at  the  American  School  and 
gave  a number  of  performances. 
Adam  Hart,  the  school’s  choral 


director  (another  Luther  College 
graduate),  hosted  the  group. 

Of  the  35  ensemble  members, 

28  made  the  trip,  paying  their 
way.  Airfare  was  $1,500,  but  home 
stays  helped  minimize  the  costs 
in  two  of  the  most  expensive 

cities  in  the  world. 
Students  earned 
credit  for  a global 
and  multicultural 
course  studies. 

“We  had  some 
fantastic  home  stays. 
The  people  were 
just  incredibly  friendly.  They  were 
very  open  about  learning  more 
about  the  states,  and  we  could 
talk  to  them  pretty  much  about 
anything,”  said  Drew  Flesch  T2  of 
Neenah,  Wis. 

In  preparation  for  the  trip, 

Dr.  Peter  Nash,  Saemann  Chair  in 
World  Communities,  met  with  the 
group  to  provide  pointers  on  the 
Arabic  language,  Muslim  religion, 
and  the  culture. 

“He  gave  us  some  things  to 
watch,”  Flesch  said,  “like  how  to 
dress,  what  to  wear,  and  how  to 


be  appropriate  in  their  society. 

The  girls  had  to  make  sure  their 
shoulders  were  covered  at  all 
times.” 

“I  brought  in  Mideastern  food 
from  Kansas  City  to  help  them  get 
acclimated  as  well,”  Andrews  said. 

The  group  toured  various  places, 
including  Sheik  Zayed  Mosque  and 
Khalifa  Bur],  the  tallest  building 
in  the  world.  They  also  went  on 
a desert  safari,  rode  camels,  and 
attended  a large  dinner  with  belly 
dancers. 

Lake  really  enjoyed  the 
experience.  “In  order  to 
understand  a culture  and  a 
place,  you  have  to  get  there  and 
experience  it  firsthand,”  she  said. 

Percussion  instructor 
Allan  Jacobson,  who  directs 
the  Knightliters  Jazz  Band, 
accompanied  the  Castle  Singers. 

Hannah  Cox  '12  is  a communication  arts 
major  from  Epworth. 


“Jazz  was  definitely  the  right 
music  to  take  there.  It’s  international.” 

-Dr.  Jane  Andrews 
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by  Saul  Shapiro 


Just  as  Wartburg  College  was 

undergoing  a facelift  to  begin  the 
millennium,  the  academic  program 
was  transformed  with  more  emphasis 
on  faculty  development,  research, 
experiential  and  service  learning,  and 
leadership. 

One  of  the  lead  architects  was  Dr.  Ferol 
Menzel,  who  recently  retired  after  12  years  as 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs  and  dean  of 
the  faculty. 

“For  me,  this  was  a dream-come-true  job,” 
Menzel  said.  “This  was  the  sort  of  place  that  I 
love,  and  I love  that  my  career  brought  me  to 
this  place.” 

Embarking  on  “a  very  interesting  career 
journey,”  Ferol  Schricker  left  Cincinnati  in 
1964  to  attend  Ohio  State  University  and 
become  an  occupational  therapist.  Her  first 
job  was  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  where  she  met  future 
husband  Bruce  Menzel,  who  was  studying 
at  Cornell  University.  The  couple  moved  to 
Iowa  when  Bruce,  a fisheries  and  wildlife 
biologist,  took  a teaching  position  at  Iowa 
State  University.  He  would  eventually  chair 
the  department  of  animal  ecology,  retiring  in 

2004- 

Deciding  that  she  wanted  to  teach,  Ferol 
earned  her  master’s  degree  in  1975  and 
doctorate  in  1979  in  child  development  at 
ISU  and  was  hired  in  1980  by  Grand  View 
College  — now  university  — in  Des  Moines  as 
an  assistant  professor  of  psychology. 

Two  years  later,  she  began  an  administrative 
ascent  covering  eight  positions,  from  chair  of 
the  psychology  department  to  vice  president 
for  student  life  and  enrollment  management 
in  1998. 

Her  19  years  at  Grand  View  sowed  the  seeds 
for  her  move  to  Wartburg.  “It  was  the  type  of 
college  I wanted  to  serve,”  Menzel  said.  “It  is 
Lutheran,  the  focus  is  on  undergraduates,  and 
there  were  opportunities  to  make  a difference 
in  the  lives  of  students.” 

Menzel  had  worked  on  committees  with 
incoming  Wartburg  president  Jack  Ohle,  a 
former  Drake  University  administrator,  and 
knew  Robert  Vogel,  Grand  View’s  interim 


president,  who  had  just  retired  as 
Wartburg  president.  They  agreed 
about  enhancing  Wartburg’s 
commitment  “to  service  and 
leadership.”  Menzel  put  added 
emphasis  on  the  “living  our 
learning”  aspect  of  the  mission 
— undergraduate  research,  service- 
learning,  the  leadership  institute, 
and  studying  abroad. 

Menzel  championed  creation 
of  the  Center  for  Community 
Engagement,  the  current  faculty 
sabbatical  program,  growth  in 
faculty  positions,  and  improved 
academic  facilities  and  resources. 

Dr.  Lake  Lambert,  now  dean 
of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  at 
Mercer  University,  led  the  CCE 
from  its  inception  in  2003  to  2008. 

“Ferol  was  always  an  advocate 
for  the  expansion  of  experiential 
learning  at  Wartburg,”  he  said. 

“This  helped  make  the  CCE 
possible,  and  it  will  be  an  important  part  of 
her  legacy.  1 can’t  imagine  starting  the  CCE 
without  her  support.” 

Dr.  Fred  Ribich,  associate  vice  president 
for  academic  affairs  the  past  year  and  now 
interim  dean  of  the  faculty,  said,  “She  was 
a strong  supporter  of  faculty  development, 
overseeing  the  overhaul  and  implementation 
of  our  sabbatical  program  as  well  as  growing 
our  programs  that  support  faculty  as  teachers, 
mentors,  and  scholars.” 

He  also  cited  her  “steadfast  promotion  of 
development  and  innovation  in  teaching- 
learning  practices  that  are  student-centered 
and  actively  engage  students  in  their  learning.’ 

Menzel  takes  great  pride  in  faculty 
development  — from  a full-year  orientation 
to  a sabbatical  program  available  on  a seven- 
year  cycle.  In  addition,  she  said,  “We  changed 
the  philosophy  on  the  faculty  development 
committee  to  really  support  research  and  to 
present  that  research.  We’ve  been  successful 
in  getting  people  to  national  meetings.  We’ve 


been  successful  in  increasing  the  publications 
arid  presentations  our  faculty  do.” 

Menzel  appreciates  the  role  the  faculty 
members  have  played  in  the  development  of 
engaged  learning.  “We’re  not  100-percent 
lecture;  we’re  a combination  of  lecture  plus  all 
sorts  of  instructional  methods.” 

For  TyAnn  Lindell,  former  assistant  dean 
for  academic  affairs  and  now  executive 
vice  president  for  academic  and  student 
affairs  at  Finlandia  (Mich.)  University,  the 
quintessential  Menzel  moment  occurred 
during  a January  2010  blizzard. 

“As  chief  academic  officer  it  was  Ferol’s 
responsibility  to  decide  if  we  would  have 
classes  or  not,”  Lindell  recalled.  “1  stayed 
with  her  the  night  before  rather  than  drive 
to  Waterloo  because  the  roads  were  so  bad. 

At  7:30  the  next  morning,  I go  outside  to  see 
Ferol,  in  her  dress  clothes,  shoveling  out  where 
the  snowplow  had  filled  in  the  drive. 

“That  captured  Ferol  perfectly  — elegant  and 
determined.” 

The  Menzels  will  live  in  Breckinridge,  Colo., 
where  they  have  had  a home.  Their  two  sons 
live  in  Colorado. 
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Athletes  get  lessons  in  life  skills 

by  Mark  Adkins 


Wartburg  College  alumni  visited  the  campus  in  mid-March  to  present  their 
post-collegiate  success  stories  to  current  students. 


Monica  Severson’s 

passion  for  working 
with  student-athletes 
goes  beyond  coaching. 

As  an  example,  Severson, 
senior  athletics  women’s 
administrator  and  associate 
director  of  athletics,  is  a driving 
force  behind  a key  initiative 
that  helps  Wartburg  athletes 
look  at  and  beyond  their  college 
experiences. 

Knights  Life  Skills’  stated 
mission  is  to  provide  support 
to  all  student-athletes  to  help 
make  their  Wartburg  experience 
a positive  one,  with  the  whole 
development  of  the  student- 
athlete  being  paramount.  The 
two-year-old  program  focuses 
on  career-choice  opportunities 
and  informing  athletes  how  to 
handle  life  challenges  while  in 
school. 

“There  is  so  much  more 
to  the  overall  student-athlete 
experience  than  competing,” 
Severson  said.  “We,  as  coaches 
and  administrators,  need  to 
understand  we  have  to  get 
involved  in  the  success  of  these 
young  men  and  women  in  life.” 


Due  to  Severson’s  efforts, 
Knights  Life  Skills  provides 
multiple  sub-programs. 

On-campus  speakers  are  part 
of  the  equation,  discussing 
topics  such  as  resiliency  in 
bouncing  back  from  life 
challenges,  sports  nutrition, 
and  working  to  prevent 
alcohol  and  drug  problems. 

The  program  also  developed  a 
young  professionals’  dinner  for 
student-athletes  who  are  looking 
for  post-graduate  connections 
and  career  planning,  as  well 
as  a seminar  for  resume  and 
cover-letter  writing.  Those  two 
areas  go  hand-in-hand  as  part 
of  a partnership  with  Career 
Athletes,  a destination  for 
current/alumni  student-athletes, 
athletic  departments,  and 
business  organizations  seeking  to 
create  professional  connections. 

“We,  as  an  athletic 
department,  had  been  looking 
for  ways  to  reach  out  to  student- 
athletes  in  areas  beyond  the 
playing  fields  and  arenas,” 
Severson  said.  “So,  when  the 
NCAA  implemented  its  Champs 
Life  Skills  program  in  2009-10, 
we  figured  this  would  be  a good 
opportunity. 

“While  the  NCAA  has 
dropped  the  Champs  Life  Skills 


tag,  they  still  have  some  important  resources  available  for  institutions 
through  their  newly  created  student-athlete  affairs  office,”  she  added.  “It 
allows  programs  like  ours  some  grants  to  fund  speakers  and  initiatives  to 
help  all  student-athletes.” 

Paige  Klostermann  T2  has  seen  KLS  benefits  across  the  board. 

“I  really  enjoyed  the  young  professionals’  dinner,  especially  being  able 
to  connect  with  different  mentors,”  she  said.  “The  college  has  some  great 
alumni  who  can  help  us  have  a broader  outlook  on  career  choices.” 

Klostermann  said  the  Career  Athletes  program,  which  is  connected  to 
Knights  Life  Skills,  is  a great  service  to  the  student  body.  “It  provides  a lot 
of  networking  tools  that  are  available  nationwide. 

“The  entire  Knights  Life  Skills  program  is  beneficial,”  she  added.  “As 
more  students  attend  and  hear  what  the  program  has  to  say  through  any 
of  the  events,  they  can  take  away  a lot  by  having  just  one  idea  stay  with 
them.” 


Craig  Sesker  ’88  was  looking  for  a new  avenue 
for  his  wrestling  writing.  He  found  one  in  books. 

“I’ve  always  wanted  to  look  into  writing  a book, 
but  the  right  time  never  seemed  to  present  itself,” 
USA  Wrestling’s  communications  director  said. 
“Well,  I found  an  awesome  subject  in  Bobby 
Douglas,  and  it  came  about  easily.” 

Sesker’s  publication,  Bobby  Douglas  - Life  and 
Legacy  of  an  American  Legend,  is  on  shelves  now.  It 
details  the  rise  of  the  former  Iowa  State  University 
and  Arizona  State  University  head  wrestling  coach 


with  some  poignant  views  into  his  upbringing  in 
poverty  and  challenges  in  wrestling  and  onward. 

“Bobby’s  story  is  way  beyond  wrestling,”  Sesker 
said.  “It’s  a neat  look  into  a life  of  a man  that  few 
people,  even  in  the  wrestling  community  that  he 
inhabits,  know  that  well.  He  has  a great  story  for 
everyone.” 


Individuals  interested  in  a copy  can  visit 
www.bobbydouglasbook.com. 
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Sport  Replay 


National  champion  wrestlers,  rivals 
lauded  for  sportsmanship 

by  Gary  Fran  Ire,  Head  Coach,  Washington  and  Lee  University 


A yearly  tradition  at  the  NCAA  Division  III  Wrestling  Championships, 
longtime  mat  rivals  Augsburg  and  Wartburg  close  the  tournament 
with  a handshake  line  to  congratulate  each  on  recent  successes. 


t the  2010  Dill 
National  Championship 
tournament,  I witnessed 
one  of  the  greatest 
displays  of  sportsmanship  I 
had  ever  seen.  Augsburg  had 
just  won  its  1 1th  national 
championship,  stopping 
Wartburg’s  attempt  at  winning 
a third  straight  title,  but  the  day 
was  not  over  without  one  more 
act,  which  was  truly  amazing. 

Since  1995,  only  Augsburg 
and  Wartburg  have  won  the 
title,  and  in  my  view  these  two 
teams  had  to  be  bitter  rivals. 

Yet,  to  my  amazement,  and  to 
the  credit  of  both  programs  and 
Division  III  athletics,  the  losing 
team  walks  up  to  the  podium 
to  shake  hands  and  congratulate 
the  winning  team.  In  a world  where 
civility  seems  to  be  on  the  decline,  and  where 
major  college  coaches  and  programs  are 
repeatedly  in  the  news  for  doing  the  wrong 
things,  I was  struck  by  the  pure  and  sincere 
sportsmanship  on  display. 

The  “handshake”  tradition  actually  began 
in  1993,  when  Augsburg  won  the  title  by  one 
point  over  Wartburg,  continued  in  ’95  and 
every  year  since. 

“The  rivalry  helped  both  teams  get  better 
through  intense  competition  in  dual  meets  and 
the  NCAAs,  but  there  is  a great  respect  [for 
each  other]  off  the  mat,”  said  Wartburg  Head 
Coach  Jim  Miller. 

If  you  think  there  are  some  big  rivalries  in 
Division  I,  consider  the  fact  that  Augsburg  has 
won  nine  national  championships  since  1995 
and  Wartburg  has  won  eight.  In  12  of  the  last 
17  years,  Augsburg  and  Wartburg  finished  first 
and  second  at  the  NCAA  tournament. 

“Since  the  NWCA  created  the  National 
Duals  in  2002,  the  only  two  teams  to  win  a 
National  Duals  Championship  are  Augsburg 
and  Wartburg,  each  winning  five  times,”  noted 
Augsburg  Athletic  Director  and  former  Head 
Coach  Jeff  Swenson. 


The  annual  dual-meet  tradition  began  in 
1997  and,  when  coupled  with  the  National 
Duals,  Augsburg  leads  14  to  nine,  but 
Wartburg  has  won  four  of  the  last  five. 

Again,  from  my  outsider’s  perspective,  these 
two  teams  could  not  have  more  on  the  line 
whenever  they  meet,  and  they  must  be  about 
as  big  as  rivals  as  anyone  in  sports,  period.  But 
there  they  are  every  year  showing  us  all  what 
sportsmanship  is  actually  all  about.  Coach 
Miller  noted  that  “numerous  Augsburg  athletes 
have  told  me  after  they  had  graduated  that  the 
rivalry  was  one  of  the  highlights  for  them,  and 
how  great  it  was  to  be  a part  of  it,  and  I know 
the  Wartburg  athletes  feel  the  same  way.” 

This  is  a story  that  everyone  can  learn  from, 
and  not  just  in  athletics,  but  in  life.  No  matter 
what  the  stakes  or  the  rivalry,  we  could  and 
should  all  just  act  with  a little  more  integrity, 
civility,  and  respect  for  each  other.  If  these  two 
programs  can  do  it,  the  rest  of  us  can,  too. 


Editor's  note:  Mr.  Franke  is  a member  of  the  NCAA  Division  ill 
national  wrestling  committee.  He  observed  this  display  while 
working  at  the  20 1 0 national  championships  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
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Biology  professor  Dr.  Ann  Henninger, 
a 1 6-year  cancer  survivor,  fires  a strike 
to  open  the  Knights' softball  home 
doubleheader  against  the  University 
of  Dubuque  April  23.  The  first  pitch 
event  was  part  of  a recognition  of  the 
National  Fastpitch  Coaches  Association's 
"Strikeout  Cancer"  initiative. 


Jonas  Elusme  '1 5 clears  a height 
during  the  201 1 indoor  track  and  field 
competition.  He  was  among  a large 
group  of  national  qualifiers  indoors 
and  won  the  NCAA  Division  III  outdoor 
championship. 


Michael  Dominick  '1 1 hits  a strong 
tee  shot  in  spring  men's  golf  action. 

He  helped  lead  the  Knights  to  their 
spring  invitational  team  title  with  a 
two-under-par  70  at  Centennial  Oaks 
in  mid-April. The  288  final-round  score 
is  among  the  program's  best  for  1 8 
holes. 
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KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEW 


1942 

The  Rev.  ALFRED  WALCK,  Urbandale, 
celebrated  his  65th  ordination  anniversary 
in  September.  He  spent  26  years  in 
Papua,  New  Guinea,  and  served  Iowa 
congregations  in  Linn  Grove  and 
Brunsville  as  well  as  several  interim 
assignments  before  his  retirement.  He 
now  conducts  monthly  services  at  three 
local  nursing  homes  and  is  a member  of 
St.  Stephen  Lutheran  Church. 

1952 

Prof.  HERBERT  HILDEBRANDT,  Ann 

Arbor,  Mich.,  co-authored  a paper, 

Some  Philosophical  Underpinnings  for 
Communication:  Western  and  Eastern 
Foundations  as  Seen  in  Commonplace 
Principles,  which  currently  ranks  among 
the  top  1 2 scholarly  papers  downloaded 
from  the  Social  Science  Network  History 
of  Rhetoric  eJournal. 

1956 

Dr.  WENDELL  and  MEREDITH  STUHMER 
'60  LIEMOHN,  Louisville,  Tenn.,  celebrated 
their  50th  wedding  anniversary  on  Jan.  30. 

1964 

Dr.  RON  LECHNYR,  Eugene,  Ore.,  is 
now  semi-retired  and  works  with  his 
daughter,  Terri  Lechnyr,  Ph.D.,  in  a private 
clinical  psychology  practice  at  the  Pain 
Management  & Behavioral  Medicine 
Clinic.  Their  article,  Psychological  Wounds 
from  Trauma  and  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents, 
appeared  in  the  October  201 0 edition  of 
the  Practical  Pain  Management  Journal. 

An  earlier  article,  Psychologists  as  Primary 
Care  Providers,  was  published  in  the  March 
2010  issue. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1967 

JUDITH  GANNON  GILLES,  Cadott,  Wis., 
and  her  husband,  Robert,  were  featured  in 
the  April/May  201 1 issue  of  Working  Ranch 
magazine.  A 12-day  journal  chronicled 
daily  life  on  Sigel  Sunset  Ranch,  their 
century-old  family  farm's  Lowline  Angus 
cattle  operation.  The  family  also  operates 
Chuck  Wagon  Meats  and  Cabin  Ridge 
Rides. 

STEVE  KOLLMANN,  Northbrook, 

III.,  retired  April  1 5 as  a loans  and 
distributions  specialist  with  IRON 
Financial. 

1968 

JANICE  MOON  LEHMKUHL,  Arlington, 
Minn.,  retired  from  teaching  elementary 
music  in  2008.  Prior  to  teaching,  she 
served  as  music  director  for  South  Dakota 
Public  Radio  and  director  of  theatre  at 
Vermillion  High  School,  Vermillion,  S.D. 

1969 

GARY  KONARSKE,  San  Antonio, Texas, 
is  an  adjunct  business  management/ 


marketing  faculty  member  with  the 
University  of  the  Incarnate  Word.  He  also 
works  as  a realtor  in  residential  properties 
with  Joyce  Klein  Realtors. 

GARY  NIELSEN,  Schertz,  Texas,  completed 
his  40th  year  of  teaching  in  2010-11.  He 
teaches  government  and  economics  at 
Antonian  College  Prep  High  School, 

San  Antonio. 

1970 

GERALD  EDGAR,  Garner,  was  appointed 
by  Gov. Terry  Branstad  to  a three-year 
term  on  the  Iowa  Board  of  Podiatry. 

DARLENE  MEISTER  VOELTZ,  Rochester, 
Minn.,  retired  in  December  from 
Rochester  Community  and  Technical 
College,  where  she  taught  business  and 
economics.  She  was  named  Minnesota 
Community  College  Outstanding  Teacher 
in  2006.  Darlene  was  a 2004  Fulbright 
Summer  Seminar  Scholar  in  Peru  and 
Argentina  and  a 2008  Fulbright  Summer 
Seminar  Scholar  in  Morocco.  She  has 
been  on  several  mission  trips  to  Tanzania, 
Guatemala,  and  Mexico.  She  describes  her 
favorite  experiences  as  teaching  women 
in  small  Tanzanian  villages  how  to  use 
solar  ovens,  prevent  water-borne  diseases, 
and  document  transactions  relating  to 
their  micro  loans. 

1971 

KATHY  GOSSMAN  GARMS,  Elkader, 
described  the  naming  of  her  Iowa  town 
after  a widely  admired  Arab  freedom 
fighter  in  an  article  for  the  PeaceXPeace. 
org  website.  She  is  involved  with  the 
global  Abd  el-Kader  Education  Project, 
based  in  Elkader,  which  works  statewide, 
nationally  and  internationally  to  create 
global  civic  awareness  among  all 
cultures  and  faiths  in  fostering  respect, 
understanding,  cooperation  and  trust. 

Find  the  article  at  www.peacexpeace. 

org/2-1-/09/Americas-heartland-honors- 

world-renowned-muslim-hero, 

MARTHA  MOORE,  Silver  Spring,  Md„ 
wrote  and  sang  the  song,  This  Child,  which 
can  be  heard  on  Playlist  3 at  thrivent. 
com/magazine/music.  I Do  Believe,  a 
CD  featuring  some  of  her  praise  songs 
and  campfire  songs,  is  available  at 
marthamooremusic.com. 

1971 

DEBRA  WESTENDORF,  Forest  Grove,  Ore., 
retired  in  September  after  35  years  at 
John  Deere  and  divides  her  time  between 
residences  in  Oregon  and  Arizona. 

1972 

MYRON  MAX,  Champaign,  III.,  retired 
after  1 6 years  a broker  with  a Chicago- 
area  investment  firm. 


KATHY  OLSON  RUDEBECK,  Waverly, 
retired  in  May  2009  after  36  years  as  a K-5 
Title  I Reading  instructor  in  the  Clarksville 
Community  Schools,  Clarksville.  She  also 
taught  for  a year  in  Postville. 

1973 

A.  BRUCE  LOESCHEN,  Austin,  Minn., 
retired  from  teaching  high  school  art  in 
June  2010.  He  continues  to  create  ink  city 
montages  and  has  opened  a painting 
studio. 

1974 

SUSAN  KINK  MONCADA,  Mount 
Pleasant,  S.  C.,  completed  her  M.B.A.  in 
healthcare  management  in  November. 
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1976 

RANDALL  WINKEY,  Aplington,  continues 
to  teach  5-8  instrumental  music  in  the 
Aplington-Parkersburg  School  District 
and  now  assists  at  the  high  school  level 
as  well.  He  also  directs  an  adult  band  and 
performances  for  the  annual  Shell  Rock 
Spring  Swing  Show. 

1977 

VALERIE  FOSTER  HANNEMAN,  Waterloo, 
retired  after  26  years  as  a middle  school 
language  arts  teacher  with  the  Vinton- 
Shellsburg  Community  School  District, 
Vinton. 

MICHAL  MUELLER,  Maynard,  Mass.,  was 
the  first  recipient  of  Curtis  Middle  School's 
Teacher  of  the  Year  Award  and  one  of  five 
U.S.  teachers  named  a 201 0 Challenger 
Center  for  Space  Science  Education 
Teacher  of  the  Year.  Mueller  and  one  of  his 
science  classes  received  a Congressional 
Citation  in  September  from  Massachusetts 
Rep.  Niki  Tsongas,  recognizing  their  work 
with  Blanding's  turtles,  a threatened 
species. 

1978 

JEFF  BARKER, Toledo,  retired  in  June  201 1 
after  completing  33  years  in  education. 

DENISE  NORTON  PAASCH,  Glenwood, 
is  an  SCV  provider/social  worker  with 
Lutheran  Services  in  Iowa,  Council  Bluffs. 

1979 

ROBIN  LORENZEN,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is 
a professional  development  coach  for 
district  arts  teachers  and  coordinates 
a new  Extended  Day  for  Learning 
Instrumental  Music  Program  in  the  St.  Paul 
Public  School  District. 

1980 

CHRISTOPHER  DRAHN,  Arden  Hills, 

Minn.,  manages  several  municipal  funds 
and  portfolios  with  Nuveen  Investments 
following  the  company's  acquisition 
of  FAF  Advisors  long-term  investment 
business.  He  joined  FAF  Advisors  in  1980, 


became  a portfolio  manager  in  1988 
and  has  earned  the  Chartered  Financial 
Analyst  designation. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1981 

1982 

JERRILYN  SCHMIDT,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  is 
parish  president  of  United  Lutheran 
Parish,  a two-point  parish  with  more 
than  3,000  members  recently  formed  by 
Peace  Lutheran  Church  and  First  English 
Lutheran  Church,  two  large  inner-city 
Oshkosh  congregations. 

1983 

JOHN  CROSSER,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada, 
is  a group  benefits  specialist  for  Alberta 
Private  Schools  and  the  author  of  Dollars 
and  Sense  4 Kids,  available  from  www. 
dollarsandsense4kids.com. 

1984 

SARAH  KENNEDY,  Brownsville, Texas, 
completed  her  Master  of  Education 
degree  in  counseling  and  guidance  from 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Brownsville  in 
August  2010. 

GREG  STARK,  Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  accepted  a 
partnership  in  Jackson  Financial  Advisors, 
a firm  that  manages  over  $100  million  in 
client  assets.  He  is  a Certified  Financial 
Planner®. 

1985 

LEE  and  Elizabeth  KRUGER,  Valley  City, 
N.D.,  announce  the  birth  of  Quintilian 
Max,  Sept.  25.  He  joins  Casey,  5V2,  and 
Jake,  4'A. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1986 

GARY  JOHNSON,  Tomball,  Texas,  was 
appointed  as  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Flotilla  Staff 
Officer  for  Communications  Services.  He 
is  assigned  to  aviation  unit  Flotilla  6-10 
in  the  Coast  Guard's  8th  District,  Central 
Region,  based  at  Air  Station  Houston. 

DATO'  AZMIL  ZABIDI  Kuala  Lumpur, 
Malaysia,  is  the  undersecretary  for 
Multilateral  and  Regional  Cooperation 
with  Malaysia's  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

1987 

The  Rev.  Dr.  DAVID  BIGLEY,  Hillsboro,  111., 
is  pastor  of  Brownstown  and  Emmanuel 
United  Methodist  Churches,  Brownstown. 

LORI  CRAIG  MARTIN,  Lino  Lakes,  Minn., 
received  her  Master  of  Arts  degree  in 
counseling  and  psychological  services 
in  September  2010  from  Saint  Mary's 
University  of  Minnesota.  She  is  a licensed 
professional  counselor  at  Working 
Well  Mental  Health  Clinic,  a service  of 
Goodwill/Easter  Seals-Minnesota. 
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HERITAGE  SOCIETY 


Recognizing  the  Importance  of  Planned  Gifts  to  Wartburg  College 

For  more  information,  please  return  this  card 

(Fold  in  half  and  tape  shut  with  clear  tape.  Do  not  staple.) 

or  call  319-352-8666  or  toll-free:  866-219-91 1 5 

□ I would  like  to  receive  a personal  gift  annuity  illustration. 

Use  a gift  amount  of  □$50,000  □$25,000  □ $ 1 0,000  (minimum)  □ Other 

If  you  are  interested  in  using  securities,  please  contact  us  for  additional  information. 

I would  like  to  receive  payments:  □ Quarterly  □Semi-annually 

□ Annually  □ Deferred  until (year) 

This  illustration  is  for:  □ Me;  my  birth  date  is 

□ Please  include  a 2nd  person;  birth  date  is 

□ I'd  like  more  information  about  estate  and  gift  planning. 

□ I've  included  Wartburg  College  in  my  estate  plans  (and  haven't  previously  notified  you). 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Name  

Address  

City State Zip 

Phone E-mail  

Note:  Information  gathered  here  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential.  For  legal  or  tax 
advice,  please  consult  an  attorney  or  tax  professional  before  making  a charitable  gift. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  Wartburg  College! 


BUSINESS  REPLY  MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS  MAIL  PERMIT  NO.  22  WAVERLY  IA 

POSTAGE  WILL  BE  PAID  BY  ADDRESSEE 


PLANNED  GIVING 
WARTBURG  COLLEGE 
100  WARTBURG  BLVD 
PO  BOX  1003 
WAVERLY  IA  50677-9900 
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Dr.  JANDELYN  HAZLEWOOK  PLANE, 

Greenbelt,  Md„  completed  her  Ph.D.  in 
education  policy  from  the  University 
of  Maryland,  College  Park,  where  she 
has  been  a member  of  the  computer 
science  department  faculty  since  1 990. 
Her  dissertation  research  examined 
underrepresented  populations  in 
computer  science  education,  specifically 
women  at  Kabul  University,  where  she 
has  been  working  on  a USAID-funded 
project  since  2005. 

1988 

The  Rev.  JANE  JEBSEN,  Golden,  Colo., 
is  pastor  of  spiritual  formation  at  Faith 
Lutheran  Church.  After  20  years  in  youth 
and  family  ministry,  she  graduated 
from  the  Lutheran  School  of  Theology, 
Chicago,  III.,  in  May  201 0 and  was 
ordained  June  6,  2010,  at  Joy!  Lutheran 
Church  in  Gurnee,  III. 

1990 

STEPHEN  TIMM,  Marion,  is  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  Flight 
Information  Solutions  at  Rockwell  Collins, 
Cedar  Rapids. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1991 

Dr.  Joel  and  JULIE  HARRON  CARR, 

Williamsburg,  announce  the  birth  of 
Ethan  Douglas,  Feb.  5.  He  joins  Abby,  Vh. 

MIKE  SCHMIDT,  Dysart,  completed  his 
20th  year  as  a middle  school  mathematics 
teacher  and  coach  in  the  Union 
Community  Schools.  He  also  coaches  the 
middle  school  MATHCOUNTS  team,  which 
has  qualified  for  state  in  each  of  the  past 
six  years. 

KRISTI  QUADE-WIEDRICH  and  Robb 
Wiedrich,  Rochester,  Minn.,  announce  the 
birth  of  Caleb  Timothy  Wiedrich,  March  4. 
He  joins  twin  brothers,  Ethan  and 
Gavin,  1 Vi. 

Dr.  ERICA  SCHEDEL,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  is  a 
psychologist  at  the  Winnebago  Mental 
Health  Institute,  Winnebago. 

LAURA  THALACKER,  Portland,  Ore., 
was  selected  for  inclusion  in  the  2010 
and  201 1 editions  of  The  Best  Lawyers  in 
America  and  was  honored  as  a "Leader 
in  the  Field"  by  Chambers  USA  for  her 
work  in  labor  and  employment  law.  She 
is  a partner  with  Lionel  Sawyer  & Collins, 
Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  and  serves  as  vice-chair/ 
chair-elect  of  the  State  Bar  of  Nevada's 
Labor  and  Employment  Section. 

1992 

Christopher  and  HEATHER  LAIPPLE 

BURDEN,  West  Linn,  Ore.,  announce  the 
birth  of  Dominic  Wray,  Nov.  17. 
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IGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


Jay  and  COLLEEN  HAAS  JOHNSON, 

Faribault,  Minn.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Samuel  Galen,  Feb.  1 6,  201 0.  He  joins 
Emma,  4. 

KARA  BRACKLEIN  JUND,  Urbandale, 
owns  In  Lieu  of  Flowers,  a West  Des  Moines 
remembrance  and  memory  lamp  store, 
www.inlieuofflowersshop.com. 

JEFF  MARTIN,  Johns  Creek,  Ga.,  is  a 
breaking  news  supervisor  with  the 
Atlanta  Bureau  of  The  Associated  Press. 

He  was  previously  an  editor  with  the 
Argus  Leader,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  and 
Midwest  correspondent  for  USA  Today. 

1994 

THAD  and  JUSTINA  LAMB  '97  LOEB, 

West  Des  Moines,  announce  the  birth  of 
twins,  Rawley  Mack  and  Marley  Mae, 

July  201 0.  They  join  Quintin,  6,  and 
Maribelle,  4. 

BRENT  and  KRISTEN  MEIER  '95 
SEEHUSEN,  Clear  Lake,  announce  the 
birth  of  Micah  John,  February  2011. 

He  joins  Nathaniel,  Vh. 

JAY  and  Jennifer  SHEFFNER,  Fairfax, 
announce  the  birth  of  Cannon  Payne, 
June  29,  2010.  He  joins  Dane,  8,  and 
Gavin,  5. 

Dr.  MARK  SIEBRECHT,  Norway,  Iowa,  is  in 
his  second  year  of  a four-year  term  on  the 
Norway  City  Council. 

1995 

JENNIFER  OTTING  BARTELL,  Bernard, 
is  an  editorial  coordinator  with  the 
specialized  publishing  group  at  The 
McGraw-Hill  Companies,  Dubuque.  She 
has  been  with  the  company  1 5 years. 

NICOLE  JOHANNINGMEIER  BRUENE  and 

Milo  Vukelich,  Urbandale,  were  married 
Oct.  10.  Their  family  includes  Hannah 
Bruene,  7,  Jack  Vukelich,  1 1,  and  Aly 
Vukelich,  16. 

BLAIR  BUFFINGTON,  Forest  City,  director 
of  choral  activities  and  assistant  professor 
of  music  at  Waldorf  College,  was  accepted 
into  the  DMA  program  for  choral 
conducting  at  the  University  of  Arizona, 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  where  he  will  matriculate  in 
Fall  2011. 


Greene  honored  for 
contributions 
to  health-care  education 

Dr.  Barry  Greene  ’63  has  received  the  2011  Filerman 
Prize,  recognizing  individuals  making  outstanding 
contributions  and  showing  leadership  in  healthcare 
management  education. 

Greene  received  the  award  at  the  Association  of 
University  Programs  in  Health  Administration  conference 
in  June.  The  prize,  honoring  Dr.  Gary  L.  Filerman,  the  first 
AUPHA  president,  is  given  to  an  individual  from  a member 
institution. 

Greene  is  University  of  Iowa  professor  emeritus  in  the 
Department  of  Health  Management  and  Policy  Association 
of  University  Programs  in  Health  Administration. 

He  earned  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  sociology  — health 
organization  research  at  Saint  Louis  University,  later 
completing  postdoctoral  work  in  managerial  epidemiology 
at  Yale  University  Medical  School.  He  recently  retired  at 
Iowa,  where  he  had  held  various  faculty  positions  since 
1999.  Previously,  Greene  was  at  Trinity  (Texas)  University 
and  the  University  of  Florida. 

Greene  has  been  an  advocate  for  integrating  mental 
health  services  into  health  administration  curricula.  He 
chaired  the  AUPHA  National  Task  Force  on  Mental  Health 
Administration  Education  from  1976  to  1982.  He  also  was 
on  the  AUPHA  board,  1983-87,  which  he  also  chaired  in 
1985-86. 
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RADU  and  Major  MELANIE  RANDOL 
BURJA,  Misawa,  Japan,  celebrated  their  15th 
wedding  anniversary  on  March  5.  Melanie 
received  the  CRNA  of  the  Year  Award 
for  the  Air  Force  Medical  Service.  She 
returned  from  a six-month  deployment  in 
Afghanistan  in  August  2010. 


CURT  SCHACHTNER,  Grovetown,  Ga., 
was  promoted  to  internal  audit  manager 
at  SRP  Federal  Credit  Union,  North 
Augusta,  S.  C. 

DANA  SCHARNHORST  and  Neal 
Suntken,  Omaha,  Neb.,  were  married 
Dec  17. 


ERIC  SHIFLEY,  San  Tan  Valley,  Ariz.,  is 
the  senior  physical  therapist  for  Ideal 
Rehabilitation  at  the  SOMA  Clinic,  Mesa. 

CHRISTOPHER  WARMANEN,  Chicago,  III., 
won  a GLAAD  Media  Award  in  Advertising 
for  his  work  with  Allstate  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  a senior  vice  president, 
creative  director  at  Leo  Burnett  USA. 
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Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1996 

Dr.  JULIE  HOY,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  is  a 
macromolecular  crystallography  facility 
manager  with  California  Institute  of 
Technology. 

Dr.  JEFF  and  Dr.  Rachel  MAASSEN, 
Coralville,  announce  the  birth  of  Margaret 
Mae,  May  25,  2010.  She  joins  Henry,  5, 
and  Lucy,  3. 

JIM  McDONOUGH,  Monticello,  was 
named  to  Steinway  & Sons  worldwide 
artist  rosterjoining  an  international 
list  of  the  most  accomplished  and 
discriminating  performing  artists. 
Steinway  Artists  include  classical  pianists 
like  Lang  Lang,  jazz  stars  like  Diana  Krai  I 
and  Harry  Connick  Jr.,  pop  icons  like  Billy 
Joel,  and  "immortals"  like  Irving  Berlin  and 
Cole  Porter. 

WADE  and  Lisa  NIEWOEHNER,  Manson, 
announce  the  birth  of  Lydia  Grace,  Nov.  29. 
She  joins  Gabriella,  3. 

Paul  and  the  Rev.  ELIZABETH  SEEGER 
TROY,  Louisville,  Ky.,  announce  the  Jan.  5 
birth  of  triplets,  Leah,  William  and 
Katharine.  Elizabeth  was  ordained  in  April 
2009  as  Minister  of  Word  and  Sacrament 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA). 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

1997 

TIFFANIE  HOLMES  HARRIS,  Thomasviile, 
Ga.,  is  a child  advocate  for  Halcyon  Home 
for  Battered  Women. 

TERRY  and  JOHNNA  HAAG  KLEIN, 

Spooner,  Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Berkley  Caroline,  Nov.  25.  She  joins 
Bridger,  7Vi,  and  Carson,  51/2. 

Doug  and  SARAH  MASON  PACZESNY, 

Waukesha,  Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Grace  Margaret,  March  17. 

TIM  TURNBULL,  Story  City,  is  site  director 
for  Buena  Vista  University's  off-campus 
site  on  the  Marshalltown  Community 
College  campus,  Marshalltown. 

1998 

Jon  and  SHANNON  SCHMIDT  BURNS, 

Trempealeau,  Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Allison  Kay,  Dec.  6.  She  joins  Bryce,  8V2, 
and  Jackson,  3Vi. 

CHRISTIANNA  FINNERN,  Edina,  Minn., 
was  recognized  by  Minnesota  Lawyer 
magazine  as  a 201 1 "Up  & Coming 
Attorney."  The  award  identifies  Minnesota 
attorneys  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  during  their  first  1 0 years  of 
practice.  She  is  a shareholder  in  Winthrop 
& Weinstein,  P.A.,  with  substantial 
experience  in  commercial,  construction, 


bankruptcy,  and  insurance  litigation. 

She  mentors  young  attorneys  and  law 
students  and  is  active  in  the  community 
with  Dress  for  Success  and  the  American 
Heart  Association. 

KIMBERLY  HAN,  Cottage  Grove,  Wis.,  is 
a member  of  the  Madison  Symphony 
Chorus,  which  performs  with  the  Madison 
Symphony  Orchestra  at  Overture  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts  in  Madison. 

STAC!  BENSON  McNICHOLL,  Urbana, 

III.,  is  a licensed  clinical  social  worker 
(LCSW).  She  and  her  husband  own  The 
Rock  Counseling  Group,  Champaign,  a 
private  counseling  practice  specializing 
in  marriage  therapy  by  treating  couples 
as  a couple.  She  also  specializes  in  eating 
disorders. 

LESLEY  LEHMAN  ORTNER  and  CHRIS 
ORTNER  '99,  Jesup,  announce  the  birth 
of  Mya  Mae,  April  1,2010.  She  joins 
Mack,  5 Vi. 

Dr.  GAIL  SHRINER  and  Corey  Garrison, 
Cave  Creek,  Ariz.,  were  married  Oct.  1 6. 

1999 

DOUGLAS  and  Erica  BAETHKE,  Elma, 
announce  the  birth  of  Lauren  Elizabeth, 
March  3.  She  joins  Trace,  3,  and  Blake,  IV2. 

HEATHER  HUGLEY  BELAIR,  Spring  Lake 
Park,  Minn.,  is  a production  manager  with 
Internet  Broadcasting,  St.  Paul. 

GREG  BERRY  is  assistant  news  director 
atWIAT  CBS  42,  Birmingham,  Ala.  He  had 
been  the  news  director  at  KIMT,  Mason 
City,  Iowa,  for  two  years  and  at  the  station 
fori  1 years. 

TOM  and  Kristy  BOWMAN,  Bettendorf, 
announce  the  birth  of  Tyler  Dennis, 

Dec.  14.  He  joins  Audolyn,  2. 

Heath  and  SARAH  NEDERHOFF 

BUHMAN,  Sumner,  announce  the  birth  of 
Hannah  Elizabeth  Ann,  Feb.  1 7.  She  joins 
Alexa,  3,  and  Brady,  2. 

JAKE  and  MICHELLE  DIEHL  00  BYERS, 

Waterloo,  announce  the  birth  of  Joshua 
Lynn,  Dec.  7.  He  joins  Hannah,  3. 

JON  and  LISA  WHITMAN  '00 
KAMMERER,  Cresco,  adopted  twin  boys 
from  Ethiopia,  Andrew  Admasu  Fredrick 
and  Marcus  Mabratu  Paul,  Dec.  24. They 
were  born  Dec.  29, 2.009.  They  join  Caleb, 
7,  and  Joseph,  5. 

BILL  and  Stacey  KURICH,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
announce  the  birth  of  William  Robert 
Kurich  III,  March  14.  He  joins  Abbey,  416, 
and  Holly,  2. 


STEVE  and  Jill  MEIRINK,  Douglasville, 

Ga.,  announce  the  birth  of  Alison 
Christine,  Jan.  8.  She  joins  Joseph,  4,  and 
Joshua,  21/2. 

ELLINGTON  MILLER  and  Joel  Starks, 
Rochester,  Minn.,  were  married  Oct.  1 0. 
Eliie  joined  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  Minnesota  Magazine  and  Publishing 
Association.  She  is  editor  of  Rochester 
Women,  Celebrations  and  Rochester  Visitor 
magazines. 

ROSS  POLKING,  Omaha,  Neb.,  is  a 
personal  CFO  for  Foster  Group,  a financial 
planning  and  investment  advisory  firm. 

LISA  SHARPNACK,  Urbandale,  is  a field 
clinical  engineer  in  the  cardiac  division 
with  Medtronic,  Inc. 

The  Rev.  LISA  SMITH  and  Erik  Fiegel, 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  were  married  Aug.  21, 
2010.  Lisa  is  pastor  of  Central  Lutheran 
Church. 

Brandon  and  HEATHER  ARCAUTE 
STARR,  Maquoketa,  announce  the  birth 
of  Anniston  Ruby,  Dec.  18.  She  joins 
Finley,  4,  and  Kelan,  2. 

2000 

CYNTHIA  ROEDER  BARNETT, 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  received  her  master's 
degree  in  library  and  information  studies 
(MLIS)  in  December  2010. 

JOHN  and  Amanda  BORLESKE,  Verona, 
Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of  Maiaina  Lily, 
Sept.  29.  She  joins  Sorina,  IV2. 

CASEY  and  Michele  DOYLE,  Waverly, 
announce  the  birth  of  Macklin  James, 
Sept.  3, 2010.  He  joins  Shay,  6,  and 
Abigail,  4.  Casey  is  a physical  therapist 
with  Taylor  Physical  Therapy. 

Corey  and  MICHELLE  McKENNEY 

FETTERS,  Bondurant,  announce  the 
birth  of  Mady  Sue,  July  7, 2010.  She  joins 
Ruby,  2. 

BRITTA  MOINSON  FISHER,  Wheat  Ridge, 
Colo.,  was  featured  among  the  Top  1 00 
Leaders  in  Jefferson  County,  Colo.,  in  the 
West  Chamber  Serving  Jefferson  County's 
Best  of  Business  directory  and  magazine. 
She  is  executive  director  of  Wheat  Ridge 
2020,  a community  and  economic 
development  nonprofit  organization. 

Jerreand  IYND!  FLUGUM-COLLIN5, 

Ankeny,  announce  the  birth  of  twins, 

Jerre  and  Keith,  Feb.  2. 

JODY  BRASE  NEUHAUS,  BSN,  Anamosa, 
has  worked  for  10  years  as  an  ICU  nurse  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Cedar  Rapids. 


W A R T B U 


R 


G 


M 


A G 


Dr.  JENNIFER  HANCOCK  WANG,  Omaha, 
Neb.,  is  a pediatric  emergency  medicine 
physician  with  Children's  Hospital  and 
Medical  Center. 

JOSHUA  WEDEME1ER  and  Natalie  Quist, 
Ankeny,  were  married  Oct.  23. 

NATHAN  and  MEREDITH  HILL  ZIETLOW, 

LeClaire,  announce  the  birth  of  Hope 
Annilee,  April  17, 2010.  She  joins  Daniel, 

6,  and  Owen,  4. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

2001 

SHALONDA  CLIFFORD,  Hoover,  Ala., 
is  supervisor  of  quality  assurance  with 
Southern  Research  Institute,  Birmingham. 

EMILY  O'BRION  DALEN,  Plymouth, 

Minn.,  is  director  of  children  and  family 
ministry  at  Mt.  Olivet  Lutheran  Church. 

Matthew  and  JESSICA  BRA1THWASTE 
FRANZEN,  Miles,  announce  the  birth  of 
Ryleigh,  Feb.  28.  She  joins  Kateiyn,  4%. 

ANGELA  PETERS  HAND,  Papillion, 

Neb.,  is  a pharmaceutical  development- 
resource  manager  with  Novartis 
Consumer  Health,  Lincoln. 

Chad  and  GRACE  SALGE  KALKBRENNER, 

Waverly,  announce  the  birth  of  Noah 
Danieljan.  15. 

BENJAMIN  LeCLAIR.  Chicago,  III,  was 
bass  soloist  in  Bach’s  B Minor  Mass, 
presented  by  the  Chicago  Chorale  on 
April  3 at  the  University  of  Chicago's 
Rockefeller  Chapel.  He  will  play  the  role 
of  Co! line  in  the  Des  Moines  Metro  Opera 
production  of  La  Boheme  on  June  24  and 
26  and  July  1, 5, 9,  and  17. 

JIM  MARLIN,  Waterloo,  is  executive 
director  of  the  Cedar  Valley  Sports 
Commission. 

MATT  and  Kristi  MEYER,  Mendota 
Heights,  Minn.,  announce  the  birth 
of  Camden  Michael,  Jan.  19.  He  joins 
Brogan,  3. 

Dr.  TYLER  and  Jana  MOISTRE, 

West  Des  Moines,  announce  the  birth 
of  Adira  Rene,  March  16. 

MEGAN  MYHRE  and  Brian  Burke, 

Des  Moines,  were  married  Oct.  2, 2010. 

CHRISTOPHER  and  JEN  KOCH  REECE, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Graham  Edward,  Oct.  26  Jen  completed 
her  MS.  degree  in  special  education  in 
August  201 0 from  Florida  State  University. 
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2002 

KEN  and  LISA  BOELK  BOWERS, 

Dubuque,  announce  the  birth  of  Kiera 
Evelyn,  Oct.  28.  She  joins  Madeline,  6, 
and  Collin,  3Vi. 

AMANDA  BROWMAN  MULLINS 
and  MATT  MULLINS  '03,  Montrose, 
announce  the  birth  of  Maggie  Mae, 

Jan.  26. 

NIKKI  RUDD,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  was 
promoted  to  weekday  morning  show 
anchor/reporter  at  News  10NBC. 

MIKE  and  SARA  STENSLAND 
TRUESDELL,  Iowa  Falls,  announce  the 
birth  of  Drew  Michael,  April  4.  He  joins 
Claire,  4Vi,  and  Emma,  2%. 

Darren  and  JULIE  DENNER 
WESTENDORF,  Shell  Rock,  announce 
the  birth  of  Kambree  Julie  Anna,  Aug.  27, 
2010.  She  joins  Braxten,  4Vi,  and  twins, 
Maddox  and  Cayson,  2. 

Dr.  Stephan  and  ELY  ANDERSON 
WHITAKER,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  announce 
the  birth  of  Anderson  Gerard,  Oct.  21 . 

2003 

PAMELA  ANDERSON,  Leavenworth, 
Kan.,  is  an  archivist  with  the  National 
Archives,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Matthew  and  ALENA  LIST  BAUMAN, 

Anderson,  Ind.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Hannah  Marie,  Sept.  1 3.  She  joins  Aaron, 
6,  Nicholas,  4'/2,  and  Grant,  2'h. 

TONY  BREZINA,  Des  Moines,  is  a sales 
associate  with  Coldwell  Banker  Mid- 
America  Group  Realtors,  Ankeny. 

ERIK  and  ANGIE  HULSE  DANIELSON, 

Davenport,  announce  the  birth  of  Jaxsen 
Paul,  Nov.  10.  He  joins  Grace,  2. 

The  Rev.  TOM  DOWLING, Tama, 
graduated  from  Wartburg  Theological 
Seminary,  Dubuque,  in  May  2010 
and  was  installed  as  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
Lutheran  Church  on  July  25. 

BETH  FRANZMAN,  Marion,  is  an 
insurance  benefits  coordinator  with 
CarePro  Health  Services,  Cedar  Rapids. 

DANIEL  and  SALLY  MITCHELL  '04 

HANSON,  Forest  Lake,  Minn.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Croix  Eoin,  Nov.  30. 

He  joins  Izak,  2’/2. 

CHAD  and  KRISTIN  BAER  '05 

JOHNSON,  Iowa  City,  announce  the 
birth  of  Natalie  Paige,  Dec.  8. 

EMILY  BLOCK  KITTLE,  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.,  is  a freelance  writer.  She  writes 


for  the  Southeast  Missourian  as  well 
as  the  Telegraph  Herald  and  Dupaco 
Community  Credit  Union  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

MATT  and  LAURA  KLECKNER 
LANGRECK,  Scandia,  Minn.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Greta  Christina,  Nov.  23.  She 
joins  Jackson,  4,  and  Rhett,  1 . 

LANCE  arid  Holly  RIDPATH,  Frankford, 

W.  Va.,  announce  the  birth  of  Cash 
William,  July  26, 2010. 

Andrew  and  SARA  MONSON  SKARDA, 

Janesville,  Wis.,  announce  the  birth  of 
Connor  Kenneth,  Jan.  1 5.  He  joins 
Luke,  1 Vi. 

2004 

KELLY  FOLEY  BECK,  Waverly,  has  joined 
the  Wartburg  Pathways  Center  as  an 
academic  success  associate. 

Bryce  and  RACHEL  HUSBYN 

GIESMANN,  Lander,  Wyo.,  announce 
the  birth  of  Hadley  Jo,  Jan.  5.  She  joins 

Ella,  VA 

VINCENT  KING,  Iowa  City,  was  named 
to  DBfootball.com's  All-Decade  team. 

He  made  the  team's  third-team  defense. 
Honorees,  who  had  to  play  a minimum 
of  three  seasons  between  2000  and 
2009,  also  included  former  Division  III 
players  Pierre  Garcon  of  the  Indianapolis 
Colts  and  Jerimiah  Janssen  of  the  New 
York  Jets. 

JON  KYTE,  Dubuque,  is  an  assistant 
football  coach  and  defensive  line/special 
teams  coordinator  at  the  University  of 
Dubuque. 

DEREK  MEIER,  Anoka,  Minn.,  works  in 
the  security  and  assurance  department 
at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Office  of 
Information  Technology  in  Minneapolis. 

STEVEN  MURRAY  and  Ciara  O'Brien, 
Olathe,  Kan.,  were  married  Oct.  4, 2008. 
Steven  is  executive  director  of  the  Youth 
Symphony,  Kansas  City. 

ALISON  ONDRACEK,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo.,  is 
a developer  at  Wail  Street  On  Demand, 
Boulder. 

KATY  PRALLE,  Hampton,  is  a family 
coach  with  Life-Line  Resources, 
providing  remedial  services  to  kids  ages 
5-18. 

Brett  and  SARA  ANDERSON  RICHARDS, 

Waukee,  announce  the  birth  of  Hudson 
Thomas,  Dec.  11. 


JON  SCHACK,  Strawberry  Point,  is  a 
camp  coordinator  at  Luther  Park  Bible 
Camp,  Chetek,  Wis. 

Scott  and  ANGELA  SCHUT  SCHAFFER, 

Waukee,  announce  the  birth  ofTobias 
Cosmo,  Feb.  1 1 . He  joins  Phoebe,  2. 

NATHAN  STALHEIM  and  KATIE  OLSON 

'07,  Waterloo,  were  married  Oct.  1 6. 

NATHAN  VAN  DON5ELAAR  and  Ji:  Ian 

Graham  were  married  Feb.  2. 

2005 

CHELSEA  KRONE  and  Tim  O'Donnell, 
Overland  Park,  Kan.,  were  married  Oct.  8. 

TIFFANY  TREANOR  PINS  was  named 
head  coach  of  the  Wartburg  College 
women's  soccer  team  in  January. 

NATHAN  and  SARAH  CORPS'!  EiN 
SPECHT,  Cedar  Rapids,  announce  the 
birth  of  Lillian  Ann,  Oct.  2. 

Homecoming  Reunion,  Oct.  13-16 

2006 

JESSE  GAVIN,  Cedar  Falls,  is  news/sports 
director  at  1650  The  Fan  KCNZ  Radio. 

DAVID  HILL,  Des  Moines,  earned  a 
Master  of  Education  degree  with  a 
concentration  in  teaching  and 


collaboration  from  Graceland  University, 
Independence,  Mo. 

LINDSEY  HUINKER  and  Juan  Allende, 
Geneva,  III.,  were  married  Oct.  30. 

Lindsey  is  an  operations  manager  with 
MED  Alliance  Group,  Inc.,  St.  Charles. 

Luke  and  AMANDA  WEISS  KRAUSE, 

Atlantic,  announce  the  birth  of  a 
daughter,  Aliyah  Nichol,  Dec.  1 5. 

Nathan  and  SAMANTHA  KLEVER 
LEASE,  Monroe,  announce  the  birth  of 
Brayden  Nathan,  Sept.  2.  Samantha  is 
an  assistant  vice  president  with  Wells 
Fargo  Home  Mortgage  Servicing, 

West  Des  Moines. 

PAUL  REEDY,  Urbandale,  is  an  assistant 
wrestling  coach  at  Grand  View 
University,  Des  Moines,  under  head 
coach  Nick  Mitchell  '00. 

2007 

VERN  KLOBASSA,  Columbia  Heights, 
Minn.,  is  director  of  student  engagement 
at  the  University  of  St.  Thomas. 

BRETT  LEGVOLD,  Wichita,  Kans.  is  an 
attorney  with  Martin,  Pringle,  Oliver, 
Wallace  & Bauer,  LLP. 
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Feed  My  Starving  Children 
sets  record,  donations  needed 

Wartburg  College  and  community  volunteers  packed  a record 
196,922  meals  at  the  third  Feed  My  Starving  Children  event,  May 
8-10. 

More  than  900  volunteers  handpacked  the  meals  on  behalf  of  the 
Minneapolis-based,  nonprofit  Christian  organization.  The  meals 
containing  vital  nutrients  are  shipped  to  nearly  70  countries  to 
alleviate  hunger  among  children. 

The  goal  had  been  to  pack  193,128  meals,  while  raising  $36,694 
or  19  cents  per  meal,  according  to  Jean  Buckingham  ’82,  Wartburg 
College  event  and  scheduling  coordinator.  The  last  pack  was 

185,544  meals  in  2009. 

However,  donations  are  still  $4,000  short  of  funding  the  meals, 
supplies,  and  transportation.  Donations  can  be  made  by  sending  a 
check  to  the  Spiritual  Life  and  Campus  Ministry  Office,  Wartburg 
College,  100  Wartburg  Blvd.,  Waverly,  1A  50677  or  online  at  www. 
fmsc.org. 


W A R T B U 


R G 


MAGAZINE 


28 


KNIGHTS 


IN  THE  NEWS 


WHITNEY  MITVALSKY,  Waverly,  is 
executive  director  of  the  New  Hampton 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  New  Hampton. 

ASBJGRN  and  LINDSAY  BOEVERS 
SKEIE,  Madison,  Wis.,  announce  the 
birth  of  Charlotte  Elise,  Nov.  7.  She  joins 
Evelyn,  2. 

CODY  SMITH  and  Britni  Harms,  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  were  married  Dec.  1 1 . 

2008 

ERIC  BENSON,  Story  City,  is  a regional 
training  manager  with  Health  Care 
Services  Group,  Omaha,  Neb. 

RYAN  HILDEBRAND  and  Kristyn  Ruefer, 
Davenport,  were  married  Dec.  1 1 . 

JUSTIN  HOLUBAR,  Cedar  Rapids, 
graduated  from  Kirkwood  College. 

MELISSA  LACKORE  and  Ryan  Rager, 
Bellevue,  Neb.,  were  married  June  1 9, 
2010. 

TATE  LAGE  and  Kelsey  Keehn,  Ankeny, 
were  married  June  26, 201 0. 

TONY  MOORE  and  PAIGE  MUNDY- 
YOUNG,  Waterloo,  were  married  Jan.  1 . 

ALANA  DEUTSCHMANN  OLSON, 

San  Xia,  Taiwan,  teaches  English  in  a 
kindergarten/elementary  school. 

TAYLOR  and  AMANDA  SWEET 
OLSON,  Estherville,  announce  the 
birth  of  Thor  Allen,  Feb.  27.  Taylor  is  in 
the  Iowa  National  Guard,  assigned  to 
the  Estherville  unit,  and  was  named 
Distinguished  Honor  Graduate  in  his 
Basic  and  MOS  training.  Amanda  is 
a mental  health  graduate  student  at 
Walden  University. 

JENNA  NICOLVISLISEL,  Iowa  City, 
received  her  Master  of  Arts  degree  in 
teaching  and  learning  with  a reading 
specialization  in  January  from  Nova 
Southeastern  University,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla. 

2009 

ZECH  ANDERSON  and  MINDY  BURSCH  '1 0, 

Spring  Grove,  Minn.,  were  married  Dec.  1 1 . 

BEN  BRANNAMAN  and  Brittany  Corkin, 
Mount  Vernon,  were  married  Nov.  5. 

LUKE  KROEGER  and  JULIE  MUND, 

Cedar  Falls,  were  married  Oct.  24,  2009. 

PATRICK  MULLEN,  Colby,  Kan.,  is  a trade 
marketing  territory  manager  with  R.  J. 
Reynolds. 

NGA  NGUYEN,  West  Lafayette,  ind.,  is 


an  M.B.A.  student  and  graduate 
assistant  at  Purdue  University's 
Krannert  Graduate  School  of 
Management.  She  won  third  place 
in  a case  competition  sponsored 
by  Ernst  & Young,  LLP. 

NATHAN  PETERSON,  iowa  City, 
is  a graduate  student  at  the 
University  of  Iowa  College  of 
Pharmacy. 

RACHEL  PiCKHINKE,  Lakewood, 

Colo.,  is  an  online  marketing 
coordinator  with  Christy's  Sports. 

JAKE  RITLAND,  Owatonna,  Minn,, 
is  an  underwriter  development 
trainee  (UDT)  with  Federated 
Insurance. 

Matt  Morrill  and  ABBEY 
SAATHOFF,  Clarksville,  announce 
the  birth  of  Colt  Morrill,  Feb.  12. 

CHELSEA  ZUMBACH  WALZ,  St. 

Olaf,  teaches  grades  6-7  special 
education  and  K-12  English 
language  learners  and  coaches 
high  school  cheerleading  in 
the  Central  Community  School 
District,  Elkader. 

JEN  WENDLAND,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
is  a community  organizer  with  Whittier 
Alliance,  a neighborhood  association  in 
South  Minneapolis. 

FATINA  WILLIAMSBEY  WILSON, 

Chicago,  III.,  completed  an  M.B.A.  in 
human  resource  management. 

2010 

EBON!  BROWN,  Helena,  Ala.,  was 
selected  to  participate  in  the  White 
House  Internship  Program.  The  program's 
mission  is  to  make  the  White  House 
accessible  to  future  leaders  and  prepare 
those  devoted  to  public  service  for  future 
leadership  opportunities.  Interns  work 
in  one  of  the  numerous  White  House 
departments. 

BRYAN  GRAMLICH,  Waukon,  is  a client 
service  assistant  trainee  in  retirement 
and  investment  services  with  Principal 
Financial,  Des  Moines. 

KELLY  MEYERS  JOHNSON,  Waverly,  is 
an  office  manager  with  Decorating  Den 
Interiors. 

ABBIE  SMITH,  Waverly,  is  a marketing 
publications  coordinator  with  Bartels 
Lutheran  Retirement  Community, 
Waverly. 

2011 

AMY  ARNOLD,  Rockford,  III.,  is  a culinary 


Regional  Alumni  Events 


July  20 

Dubuque  Outfly 

July  21 

Chicago  Iowa  Cubs 

July  21 

Chicago  Outfly 

July  23 

Portland  Outfly 

July  24 

Seattle  Outfly 

July  27 

Ragbrai  hospitality  tent 

Aug.  2 

Black  Hawk  County  Outfly 

Aug.  3 

Cedar  Rapids  Outfly 

Aug.  9 

Twin  Cities  Outfly 

Aug.  10 

Mason  City/Clear  Lake  Outfly 

Aug.  18 

Cedar  Valley  Outfly 

arts  student  at  Johnson  and  Wales 
University,  Denver,  Colo. 

CALEB  ASWEGEN,  Plainfield,  is  a 
medical  student  at  Penn  State  College  of 
Medicine,  Hershey,  Pa. 

ADAM  BAIER,  Waverly,  is  an  accounting 
and  finance  analyst  with  the  HNI  Corp., 
Muscatine. 

LAURA  BARKEMA,  Mason  City,  is  a 
library  and  information  science  graduate 
student  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

MARIA  BAUMANN,  Waverly,  is  a teller 
service  representative  with  Veridian 
Credit  Union. 

TREVOR  BAXTER,  is  a personal  trainer 
and  group  fitness  instructor  at  Wartburg 
College  and  Covenant  Wellness  Center, 
Waterloo. 

MITCH  BLYTHE,  Central  City,  is  a physical 
therapy  student  at  Des  Moines  University, 
Des  Moines. 

SAMUEL  BOENDER,  Hickman,  Neb., 
is  a hall  director  with  the  University  of 
Dubuque,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

DANIEL  BORCHERS,  Ames,  is  a veterinary 
student  at  the  iowa  State  University 
College  of  Veterinary  Medicine. 


ELIZABETH  BRiNZA,  Maple  Lake,  Minn., 
is  a music  therapy  intern  with  Rainbow 
Mental  Health,  Kansas  City,  Kan. 

TREVOR  CAROLAN,  Charles  City,  is  a law 
student  at  the  University  of  St  Thomas 
School  of  Law,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

SARAH  ELIEFSON,  Marshalltown,  is  a 
high  school  English  teacher  in  the  Eagle 
Grove  Community  School  District,  Eagle 
Grove. 

JONATHAN  FARRELL  Washington,  Mo., 
is  a graduate  student  in  sports  studies  at 
the  University  of  Kansas,  Lawrence,  Kan. 

MICHELLE  FEME,  Lake  View,  is  an 
executive  leader  with  Target  Corp. 

Des  Moines. 

JORDAN  GALLES,  Cedar  Falls,  is  a 
graduate  student  in  the  Doctor  of 
Physical  Therapy  program  at  the 
University  of  iowa,  Iowa  City. 

JULIAN  GRABER,  Crawfordsvilie,  is  a law 
student  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  iowa 
City. 

HEATHER  HACKMAN,  Cedar  Falls,  is  a 
care  coordinator  with  Heal  the  Family, 
Inc.,  Waterloo. 

AMANDA  HANSEN,  Wyoming,  Iowa,  is  a 
student  in  the  accelerated  BSN  program 
at  Allen  College,  Waterloo. 


W A R T B U 


R. 


G 


MAGAZINE 


KNIGHTS  IN  THE  NEWS 


ANN  HOMAN,  Kieler,  Wis.,  is  a student 
in  the  Doctor  of  Osteopathic  Medicine 
program  at  Des  Moines  University, 

Des  Moines. 

CORY  HORSTMANN,  Pleasantville, 
is  a student  in  the  Doctor  of  Physical 
Therapy  program  at  Des  Moines 
University,  Des  Moines. 

JANET  MEYER  HUEBNER,  Readlyn,  is 
a senior  customer  operations  manager 
with  Pitney  Bowes  Management 
Services,  Waverly. 

LAUREN  HUMMEL,  Spirit  Lake,  is  a 
marketing  intern  with  Pioneer  Hi-Bred, 
Johnston. 

COURTNEY  IHNEN,  West  Des  Moines, 
is  a music  therapy  intern  with  the 
Fraser  School  of  Music,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

SAMANTHA  IRVIN,  Rose  Creek,  Minn., 
is  an  environmental  science  graduate 
student  at  Iowa  State  University,  Ames, 
Iowa. 

OWEN  JOHNSON,  Iowa  City,  is  a 
research  software  developer  with 
Pioneer  Hi-Bred,  Johnston. 

KELSEY  KOVACEVICH,  Urbandale,  is 
an  exhibit  interpreter  at  the  Blank  Park 
Zoo,  Des  Moines. 

ALYSSA  KOVAR,  Mayer,  Minn.,  is  a 
member  of  the  Urban  Servant  Corps, 
Denver,  Colo. 


ERIN  PILCHER,  Waverly,  is  a marketing 
coordinator  with  XL  Specialized 
Trailers,  Manchester. 

ANDREW  RITTER,  Hastings,  Minn.,  is 
an  optometry  student  at  the  Illinois 
College  of  Optometry,  Chicago,  III. 

BEN  ROEMMICH,  West  Des  Moines,  is 
a dental  student  at  the  University  of 
Iowa  College  of  Dentistry,  Iowa  City. 

HAKKON  ROSENDAHL,  Osage,  is 
enrolled  in  the  Master  of  Science  in 
Physician  Assistant  Studies  at 
Des  Moines  University,  Des  Moines. 

SAGE  SCHISSEL,  Ossian,  is  a graduate 
student  in  chemical  and  biochemical 
engineering  at  the  University  of  Iowa, 
Iowa  City. 

ANDY  SCHMIDT,  Solon,  is  a sales 
executive  with  Cottingham  and  Butler, 
Dubuque. 

EMILY  SCHMITT,  Grinnell,  is  an 
executive  assistant  in  pubic  relations 
and  development  with  the  Grinnell 
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

JOSHUA  SCHNEIDERMAN, 

Parkersburg,  teaches  grades 
3-5  special  education  at  Durant 
Elementary  School  in  the  Sumner- 
Fredericksburg  Schools,  Sumner. 

JESSICA  STADLER,  Chelsea,  is  a public 
relations  specialist  with  Heilman, 
Waterloo. 


In  Memoriam 


1926 

HILDA  WEISS  COLLITZ,  Muscatine,  died  March  1 7 at  the  Lutheran  Homes 
in  Muscatine.  She  and  her  husband  owned  Collitz  Market  for  40  years.  A 
member  of  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  she  was  active  in  the  Mission  Society  and 
quilting  for  Lutheran  World  Relief. 

1939 

ARTHUR  R.  NEUMANN,  Summerfield,  Fla.,  died  March  31.  He  received 
his  M.A.  degree  from  the  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City.  Following  his 
Army  service  in  the  China-Burma-India  Theatre  of  World  War  II,  he  taught 
American  History  at  Atlantic  City  High  School  in  New  Jersey  and  ran  the 
adult  evening  school.  He  joined  Oakcrest  High  School  in  1 960  as  social 
studies  department  chairman  and  became  principal  in  1 963.  After  his 
retirement  in  1 976,  he  helped  develop  the  Casino  Career  Institute  at 
Atlantic  Community  College.  He  was  an  active  church  member  throughout 
his  life.  He  and  his  wife  spent  many  summers  as  area  directors  at  the 
Ockanickon  YMCA  camp  in  Medford  Lakes,  NJ.  They  moved  to  Florida  in 
2007. 

FRANCES  BANCROFT  STALDER,  Dallas,  Texas,  died  Feb.  14.  She  lived  most 
of  her  married  life  in  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  and  Borger,  Texas.  She  was  a nurse  in 
Seattle  prior  to  her  marriage. 

1940 

HUGH  D.  BRYAN,  Reno,  Nev.,  died  March  1 3,  2010,  of  Alzheimer's 
Disease.  He  received  his  M.S.  degree  in  pharmacy  from  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  served  in  the  Naval  Air  Force  on  Iwo  Jima  during  World  War  II, 
and  produced  more  than  26  patents  for  his  employers,  Mead  Johnson, 
Evansville,  Ind.;  Waranteed,  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Viobin,  Monticelio,  III.  He 
also  taught  pharmacy  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  while  writing  a book. 

WILMA  BATES  GROUT,  Apache  Junction,  Ariz.,  died  Jan.  1 8. 


NATHANIEL  LAHR,  Manchester, 
teaches  mathematics  in  the  Vinton- 
Shellsburg  Community  School  District, 
Vinton. 

JORDAN  LeCLERE,  Manchester,  is  a 
territory  manager  assistant  with 
Murphy-Brown,  LLC. 

EMILY  LONG,  Webster  City,  teaches 
high  school  Spanish  and  English  in  the 
Nashua-Plainfield  Schools,  Nashua. 

BETH  LUDOVISSY,  Holy  Cross,  is  a 
graduate  student  in  physical  therapy 
at  Rosalind  Franklin  University,  North 
Chicago,  III. 

JOHN  MALLEN,  Britt,  is  a graduate 
student  in  architecture/construction 
engineering  at  Iowa  State  University, 
Ames. 

DAVID  NUETZMAN,  Story  City,  is  an 
associate  with  Lethert,  Skwira,  Schultz, 
& Co.,  LLP,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


ALLISON  STOTTS,  Forest  City,  is  a 
project  manager  with  Grow  Forest 
City. 

KAITLIN  STREIFEL,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D„ 
is  a graduate  student  in  the  physician 
assistant  program  at  Union  College, 
Lincoln,  Neb. 

WESLEY  WEDEWER,  New  Vienna,  is  a 
graduate  student  in  physical  therapy 
at  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

MATT  WICKERT,  Memphis,  Mo.,  is 
a student  in  the  Doctor  of  Physical 
Therapy  program  at  Des  Moines 
University,  Des  Moines. 

KATIE  ZITTERGRUEN,  Van  Horne,  is 
a student  at  the  Pharm  D.  program 
at  University  of  Iowa  College  of 
Pharmacy,  Iowa  City. 


WILLIAM  "KAPP"  KAPPMEYER,  Goldens  Bridge,  N.Y.,  formerly  of 
Bolingbrook,  III.,  died  March  8.  He  earned  his  master's  degree  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  served  in  the  Navy  from  1 943  to  1 946,  attaining 
the  rank  of  Chief  Specialist.  He  began  his  teaching  career  in  Iowa  and  in 
1955  joined  the  faculty  of  Lockport  Township  High  School  in  Illinois,  where 
he  also  coached  baseball  and  football.  He  served  as  athletic  director  of 
Lockport  West  High,  which  later  became  Romeoville  High  School.  When 
Bolingbrook  High  School  opened  in  1974,  he  joined  the  faculty  as  dean  of 
students  and  held  that  position  until  his  retirement  in  1983.  In  retirement 
he  was  involved  in  community  affairs  in  Bolingbrook  and  served  as 
commissioner  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Board  for  20  years.  He  was  inducted 
into  the  Wartburg  College  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame,  was  selected  as  Citizen 
of  the  Year  for  Bolingbrook,  and  earned  several  other  awards  during  his 
lifetime. 

HENRIETTA  JOHNSON  SCHRAGE,  Parkersburg,  died  May  3 atThalman 
Square  of  the  Western  Home  in  Cedar  Falls.  She  taught  school  in  Alta  Vista, 
Postville,  Van  Horne,  Traer,  and  Aplington.  She  earned  her  four-year  degree 
at  the  age  of  61  and  retired  from  teaching  in  1984. 

1941 

GERALDINE  (GERRY)  DIEKMANN  HEMPEL,  Katy,  Texas,  died  Feb.  1 5. 

After  working  at  a doctor's  clinic,  she  enrolled  in  a lab  technician  program 
in  Minneapolis.  She  then  worked  as  a lab  technician  in  Mission, Texas, 
and  following  her  marriage  lived  in  McAllen  and  New  Braunfels,  Texas, 
before  moving  to  Katy  in  2003  to  be  near  her  family.  She  was  active  in  the 
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Lutheran  church  throughout  her  lifetime. 

MARIE  WEISS  MARCH,  Atalissa,  died  Jan.  22,  2010, 
at  Lakeland  Rehabilitation  and  Health  Care  Center, 
Effingham,  III.  She  taught  school  at  the  Lutheran  Homes 
Orphanage  in  Muscatine  and  at  the  public  school  in 
Earlville  prior  to  her  marriage  in  1 947.  She  was  a faithful 
church  member. 

MINNIE  OETTING  MEYER,  Madison,  Wis.,  died  July  1 8, 

2010,  at  HospiceCare,  Inc.  She  was  an  elementary 
school  teacher  for  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  then 
partnered  with  her  husband,  the  late  Rev.  Gilbert  Meyer 
'41 , in  his  ministry  for  63  years.  After  his  retirement,  they 
lived  in  Wausau,  Wis.,  and  wintered  in  Texas.  She  had 
moved  to  Madison  to  be  closer  to  her  daughter  and  son. 

1942 

SHIRLEY  EDWARD  (LEE)  MEYER,  Folsom,  Calif.,  died 
June  25, 2010.  After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
Army  Air  Corps  during  World  War  II,  he  worked  for 
Greyhound  Bus  Lines  in  San  Fransico.  He  later  spent  33 
years  as  an  office  and  personnel  manager  with  the 
Del  Monte  Corp.  at  various  cities  in  California. 

CHARLES "MOSE"  MOSHER,  Allison,  died  March  14  at 
Rehabilitation  Center  of  Allison.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Navy  during  World  War  II,  was  parts  manager  for  Allan 
Chevrolet  Garage,  spent  more  than  20  years  as  a bus 
driver  for  the  Allison-Bristow  School  District,  owned 
and  operated  Standard  Oil  in  Allison,  and  was  a fuel 
distributor.  He  was  a member  of  St.  James  Lutheran 
Church  Council  in  Allison,  Allison  AMVETS  and  the 
American  Legion,  and  volunteered  with  the  Allison 
Ambulance  crew.  He  played  trumpet  in  several  bands, 
including  the  U.S.  Navy  Band,  and  played  "Taps" for  the 
AMVETS  for  more  than  60  years. 

The  REV.  BERTRAND  PETRICK,  Northfield,  Minn.,  died 
May  1 9,  2010.  He  graduated  from  Wartburg  Theological 
Seminary,  Dubuque,  was  ordained  in  1945  and  served 
congregations  in  Michigan,  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  He  also 
served  at  Bible  Camp,  as  an  adviser  for  the  ALC  Lutheran 
Brotherhood  of  the  former  SW  Minnesota  District  and 
with  the  Christian  Crusader's  Radio  Program  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa.  In  retirement,  he  continued  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  his  church,  the  Historical  Society  Museum,  and 
Tri-Lake  Sportsman  Club. 

1943 

LAVERNE  G.  HEYER,  Waverly,  died  Feb.  6 at  Bartels 
Lutheran  Retirement  Community.  He  served  in  the  U.S. 
Army  in  the  European-African-Middle  Eastern  Theaters 
as  a general  clerk  for  the  303rd  Army  Station  Hospital 
during  World  War  II.  After  his  honorable  discharge,  he 
graduated  from  Gates  Business  College  and  worked  for 
Lutheran  Mutual  Life  insurance  Company  (now  CUNA 
Mutual)  in  IBM  management,  as  mail  room  supervisor, 
and  as  head  of  maintenance  until  1 985.  He  worked 
part-time  for  United  Equipment  Accessories  from  March 
1995  until  May  2009,  when  he  retired.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church,  where  he  served 
on  several  church  committees,  and  American  Legion 
Post  #176. 


1947 

IRENE  HAASE  WEYBRIGHT,  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  died  March  16. 
She  earned  a B.S.  degree  in  education  from  Northern 
State  College,  Aberdeen,  and  continued  her  studies  with 
an  additional  45  hours  of  education  courses.  She  was  an 
elementary  teacher  for  1 1 years,  then  taught  elementary 
vocal  and  classroom  music  for  26  years.  She  loved  to 
travel  and  was  a charter  member  of  South  Canyon 
Lutheran  Church. 

1948 

The  REV.  MARTIN  H.  OBST,  Boerne,  Texas,  died  Feb.  1 0. 

He  graduated  from  Wartburg  Theological  Seminary, 
Dubuque,  and  was  ordained  in  1951.  He  served  churches 
in  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  and  Texas.  He  held 
leadership  positions  with  the  Kendall  County  Republican 
Committee,  was  president  of  the  Boerne  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  a member  of  the  Kendall  County 
Historical  Committee  and  Berges  Fest  Corporation  Board. 
He  received  the  the  Boerne  Lions  Club  Citizenship  Award 
in  1 973. 

1949 

ARLAND  E.  MARTIN,  Ames,  died  Dec.  16.  He  served  in 
the  Army  from  December  1 942  to  February  1 946  and 
completed  his  education  on  the  G.l.  Bill.  He  owned 
and  operated  A.E.  Martin  Construction  Company  in 
Hampton,  a home-building  company,  for  more  than 
12  years.  In  1961  he  joined  Ames  Laboratory,  a research 
laboratory  for  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission  at 
Iowa  State  University,  as  a project  engineer,  maintenance 
manager,  and  safety  officer.  He  retired  in  1 986  due  to 
cardiac  problems. 

KENNETH  B.  STROPES,  Erie,  III.,  died  July  1, 2010.  He 
retired  in  1971  after  38  years  as  an  educator,  principal, 
and  coach.  He  spent  20  years  as  principal  ofW.L.  Eddy, 

Big  Island,  and  Ginger  Hill  schools  in  Milan.  He  farmed  in 
the  Albany,  III.,  area  and  spent  summers  working  for  the 
Meridosia  drainage  district.  He  enjoyed  inventing  items 
for  his  own  use. 

1950 

EUGENE  H.  FISHEL,  Hiawatha,  died  Jan.  26.  He  served  in 
the  military  during  World  War  II  and  was  cited  for  bravery 
for  transporting  troops  to  Sicily.  Following  his  graduation 
from  Illinois  College  of  Podiatry  and  Foot  Surgery  in 
Chicago  in  1951,  he  established  a practice  in  Manchester 
until  his  semi-retirement  in  1 993.  He  then  moved  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  continued  to  practice  podiatry 
until  1996. 

RICHARD  H.  ROACH,  Waverly,  died  Jan.  23  at  the  Waverly 
Health  Center.  He  worked  in  the  family  business,  Roach 
Farms  Inc.,  of  Plainfield.  He  was  a member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Plainfield,  Masonic  Lodge,  Wartburg 
Booster  Club,  and  Association  of  Farm  Managers  and 
Rural  Appraisers. 

ADELINE  RUDOLPH  ZUEHL,  Apple  Valley,  Minn.,  died 
Jan. 16.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband, 

James  Zuehl  '49. 


1951 

MARGARET  WESTPHAL  PAVLAT,  Pella,  died  Dec.  13  at 
the  Pella  Regional  Health  Center.  She  taught  first  and 
second  grade  in  the  Ames  school  system  until  1 961 . She 
was  a member  of  St.  Andrews  Lutheran  Church  in  Ames. 

The  Rev  ARNOLD  VOCKE,  Elk  Grove,  Calif.,  died  Dec.  24. 
A graduate  of  Wartburg  Theological  Seminary,  Dubuque, 
he  served  parishes  in  Nebraska  and  Wisconsin.  After 
training  in  Milwaukee,  he  served  as  a hospital  chaplain  in 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Sacramento,  Calif,  until  his  retirement 
in  1991. 

1952 

RUTH  HELDKE  FALLIS,  Park  Falls,  Wis.,  died  March  12. 

1953 

The  REV.  LEONARD  L.  RUDOLPH,  Broomfield,  Colo., 
died  Dec.  6.  A graduate  of  Wartburg  Theological 
Seminary,  Dubuque,  he  was  ordained  in  1 957  and  served 
congregations  in  Kansas  and  Colorado.  He  was  a charter 
member  of  the  Colorado  Springs  Police  Chaplains 
Corps.  He  served  as  clergy  dean  of  the  Colorado  Springs 
Conference  of  the  former  American  Lutheran  Church, 
and  served  several  years  as  chairperson  of  the  ALC 
Central  District  Social  Action  Committee.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  ALC  convention  in  1 970. 

1954 

HELENE  DENKINGER  BERGMAN,  Sumner,  died  Feb.  7 
at  Community  Memorial  Hospital  following  a brief 
illness.  She  assisted  her  husband  on  their  farm  and 
was  a longtime  member  of  St.  Peter's  Lutheran  Church, 
Richfield. 

ORVAL  G.  KERCHNER,  Vienna,  Va„  died  Aug.  23,  2009. 

1955 

The  REV.  ERVIN  E.  BUHS,  Fairview  Heights,  ill.,  died 
July  25, 2010,  at  Memorial  Hospital,  Belleville,  III.  He 
served  as  an  Evanglical  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
pastor  in  North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  Illinois.  He  was 
involved  in  youth-oriented  ministry  and  Bible  camp 
and  created  ways  of  bringing  the  Gospel  to  life  through 
costumed  character  portrayals  and  puppets  for  children. 

1956 

DARLENE  SHOOK  EAGLE,  Waterloo,  died  July  20, 201 0, 
at  the  Western  Home,  Cedar  Falls.  She  was  an  elementary 
school  teacher  for  34  years,  first  in  Canton,  Kan.,  then  at 
Scranton,  Iowa,  and  later  at  Elk  Run  Elementary  in  Elk 
Run  Heights,  part  of  the  Waterloo  Community  School 
District.  She  dosed  her  career  as  a remedial  reading 
instructor  in  Waterloo  and  Raymond  area  parochial 
schools. 

BETTY  WITTENWYLER  HENNING,  Ixonia,  Wis.,  died 
Feb.  5.  She  taught  English  and  social  studies  and  was  a 
librarian  in  Racine  prior  to  her  marriage.  Later  she  was 
employed  at  Oconomowoc  Memorial  Hospital  and  for 
many  years  delivered  newspapers  with  her  husband. 
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1960 

DR.  EDWIN  R.  LINDNER,  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  died  Jan.  1 2 
of  cancer.  He  served  in  the  Navy  prior  to  his  years  at 
Wartburg,  including  1 3 months  in  Antarctica,  where 
he  helped  build  the  first  weather  station.  He  received  a 
Doctor  of  Veterinary  Medicine  degree  from  Iowa  State 
University  in  1963.  He  practiced  in  Warren,  III.,  for  two 
years  and  moved  in  1 965  to  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  where 
he  worked  as  a veterinarian  and  part  owner  of  the 
Dodgeville  Veterinary  Service  until  his  retirement  in  1 997. 
He  was  an  avid  outdoorsman  and  active  in  his  church 
and  community.  He  served  as  president  of  the  church 
council,  Dodgeville  Kiwanis  Club,  Ducks  Unlimited,  and 
Trout  Unlimited.  He  also  served  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  Memorial  Hospital  of  Iowa  County  (now  Upland  Hills 
Health)  and  was  co-chairman  of  a fundraising  campaign 
to  build  a new  addition,  completed  in  2001 . He  was 
part  of  a five-person  team  that  trained  veterinarians 
in  Bulgaria  on  the  recognition  and  control  of  Avian 
Influenza. 

1961 

MERLE  HANSSEN  HAMILTON,  Westlake  Village,  Calif., 
died  Feb.  1 8.  She  was  an  archaeologist  for  24  years  with 
Moorpark  College,  Moorpark,  Calif.,  and  volunteered 
her  services  as  the  first  docent  of  the  Ronald  Reagan 
Presidential  Library,  where  a memorial  was  placed  in  her 
honor. 

The  REV.  EUGENE  C.  JOHNSTON,  Hendersonville,  N.C., 
died  Feb.  1 5 at  Stone  Creek  Health  and  Rehab,  Asheville.  A 
graduate  of  Duke  Divinity  School,  he  was  a minister  for 
33  years.  He  spent  two  years  as  a missionary  in  Yuma, 

Ariz.,  and  was  pastor  of  East  Flat  Rock  United  Methodist 
Church  for  1 1 years.  He  was  active  in  establishing  the 
Asheville  Buncombe  Community  Christian  Ministry  and 
was  a member  of  the  Masons. 

1962 

RONALD  J.  GOODNIGHT,  Twinsburg,  Ohio,  died  March  1 5 
of  pancreatic  cancer.  He  was  a U.S.  Army  veteran. 

1964 

DR.  ELLEN  G.  HAARS,  Lacey,  Wash.,  died  Feb.  1 3 
following  a long  illness.  After  earning  a Ph.D.  degree  in 
microbiology  from  Arizona  State  University,  she  began 
a career  in  public  health.  She  worked  for  more  than 
30  years  for  the  Washington  State  Department  of  Health 
before  retiring  in  December  2008.  She  was  an  active 
volunteer  at  her  church  and  in  her  community. 

LARRY  VANDER  WERFF,  Orlando,  Fla.,  died  Sept.  7 
of  non-Hodgkin's  lymphoma  and  a brain  tumor.  He 
served  with  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves  to  fulfill  his  military 
obligation  and  worked  three  years  for  Proctor  and 
Gamble.  He  then  joined  the  Kmart  Corporation,  working 
in  retail  management  and  in  the  buying  offices  in  Troy, 
Mich.  He  retired  in  2000  after  a 33-year  career  with  Kmart 
that  involved  extensive  national  and  internatonal  travel. 

1965 

The  REV.  DONALD  F.  POOCK,  Readlyn,  died  May  8 at 
the  Cedar  Falls  Lutheran  Home.  He  served  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  from  July  1 958  to  June  1 962.  He  taught  school  in 
Philadelphia  for  two  years,  then  attended  Concordia 


Theological  Seminary  in  Springfield,  III.  He  served 
churches  in  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  and  Bonne  Terre,  Mo.,  before 
joining  Lutheran  BibleTranslators  in  1993,  working  in 
Russia  and  Guatemala  until  his  retirement  in  2003. 

1967 

STEVEN  D.  DAGGETT,  Earlham,  died  Feb.  17  in  Orlando, 
Fla.,  of  complications  following  surgery.  A Madison 
County  farmer,  he  worked  the  land  he  grew  up  on.  He 
enjoyed  travel,  playing  cards,  and  spending  time  with  his 
family. 

1968 

LUTHER  AHRENS,  Rock  Island,  III.,  died  March  6.  He 
served  in  the  U.S.  Army  during  the  Vietnam  War  as  a 
clinical  psychology  specialist  at  Fort  Polk,  La.  After  his 
discharge,  he  worked  for  St.  Vincent  Home  in  Bettendorf 
and  the  Naiqua  Lodge,  Silvis,  then  spent  31  years  with  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  before  his  retirement  in  201 0.  He  was 
an  accomplished  flower  gardener  and  won  several  awards 
for  his  work. 

BRUCE  G. TIMMERMAN,  Waterloo,  died  April  12  of 
cancer.  He  retired  in  1991  after  34  years  at  John  Deere, 
where  he  worked  in  the  foundry,  industrial  relations, 
management,  and  as  a supervisor.  He  then  taught  CNC 
programming  and  blueprint  reading  at  Hawkeye  and 
Northeast  Iowa  community  colleges  in  Waterloo  and 
Calmar.  He  was  a former  executive  director  of  his  church. 

1969 

The  REV.  RODNEY  HASELHUHN,  Alpena,  Mich.,  died 
Oct.  10.  A graduate  of  Wartburg  Theological  Seminary, 
Dubuque,  he  served  churches  in  South  Dakota, 

Minnesota,  Ohio,  and  Michigan.  He  was  serving  St.  Paul 
Lutheran  in  Alpena  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an 
avid  outdoorsman  who  loved  to  hunt  and  fish. 

1971 

KENNETH  L.  HABERMAN,  Nashua,  died  Dec.  25.  He 
served  in  the  U.S.  Army  from  1971  until  his  honorable 
discharge  in  1 974.  He  joined  Schluter  Construction  in 
1976  and  purchased  the  business  in  1985,  renaming  it 
Haberman  Construction.  He  retired  in  2008.  He  was  past 
master  of  the  Bradford  Masonic  Lodge,  past  president  of 
the  Nashua-Plainfield  Booster  Club,  served  on  the  city 
council  for  1 0 years,  and  was  a member  of  the  St.  John 
Lutheran  Church  council.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Joyce 
Schluter  Haberman  71. 

1972 

SIGNE  MARGIT,  Laguna  Hills,  Calif.,  died  in  October. 
During  the  past  decade,  she  had  worked  with  special 
education  students  in  Los  Angeles  County  and  moved 
between  California,  Washington,  and  Texas.  She  was  a 
former  Texas  Workforce  Commission  employee  and  had 
teaching  credentials  in  California.  Reports  of  her  death 
noted  that  she  had  earned  two  master's  degrees  and  was 
an  accomplished  oboist. 

SHARON  KARSTENS  TURNER,  Fairmont,  Minn.,  died 
Oct.  17  at  Truman  Senior  Living  Center  of  brain  cancer. 

She  started  her  career  as  a teacher  in  Estherville  and 
Armstrong,  Iowa,  and  Ceylon,  Minn.  She  then  worked 
as  a decorator  and  sales  person  for  Fairmont  Furniture, 
Lilly  Creek  Landing,  before  she  and  a friend  opened  Lady 
Slipper,  a gift  shop.  Later,  she  sold  cable  TV  advertising.  In 
2009,  shortly  before  the  onset  of  cancer,  she  started  her 


dream  job  as  managing  director  of  the  Fairmont  Opera 
House.  She  was  active  in  many  Fairmont  organizations, 
including  AAUW,  Blandin  Foundation,  Civic  Summer 
Theatre,  Community  Concerts,  Fairmont  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Exchange  Club,  Fairmont  Opera  House, 
Kinship,  and  Prairie  Lakes  Regional  Arts  Council. 

1974 

MICHAEL  B.  McGUIRE,  Cedar  Rapids,  died  Dec.  26.  After 
enlisting  in  the  Air  Force,  he  worked  in  the  reception 
hospital  for  soldiers  returning  from  Vietnam.  He  worked 
for  General  Mills  for  more  than  30  years  before  his 
retirement  in  2010.  He  was  an  active  member  of  First 
Lutheran  Church  and  volunteered  in  the  community. 

1979 

JEFFREY  E.  DEVILDER,  Bettendorf,  died  Feb.  26,  2010,  at 
ManorCare  Health  Care.  He  earned  a Master  of  Business 
Administration  degree  from  St.  Ambrose  University  and 
worked  for  30  years  as  a contract  specialist  at  the  Rock 
Island  Arsenal  until  his  retirement  in  2010. 

1982 

JANICE  LEISINGER  DRYER,  Denver,  Iowa,  died  April  26 
at  the  Cedar  Falls  Lutheran  Home  from  complications  of 
pulmonary  hypertension.  She  worked  at  Chase  Auto  Parts 
in  Waterloo,  then  served  1 6 years  as  an  auditor  for  the 
Iowa  Department  of  Revenue  and  Finance  in  Davenport. 

1984 

LISA  JASSEY-STULTZ,  Orange  City,  died  April  25  at 
Heritage  House  Nursing  Home.  She  completed  training 
as  a registered  nurse  at  St.  Luke's  Nursing  College  in  Sioux 
City  and  worked  in  the  intensive  care  burn  unit  at 
St.  Luke's  Regional  Medical  Center,  Sioux  City.  She  moved 
to  Orange  City  in  1 998  and  to  the  Heritage  House  in  2005. 

1988 

JODI  BURMOOD  WOLF,  Pierre,  S.D.,  died  Feb.  1 1 of 
cancer.  She  worked  as  an  employment  coordinator  at 
Oahe,  Inc.  for  more  than  1 5 years.  She  was  active  in  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  and  Community  Bible  Church 
and  helped  with  Special  Olympics. 

1997 

CARL  A.  CUMMINGS,  Parkersburg,  died  Aug.  1 1 of  lung 
cancer.  He  had  worked  for  the  past  nine  years  delivering 
newspapers  for  the  Waterloo-Cedar  Falls  Courier.  He 
was  a member  of  Bethel  Lutheran  Church,  where  he 
volunteered  many  hours  in  renovation  of  the  parsonage. 
He  also  helped  with  snow  removal  and  ran  errands  for 
residents  of  the  Prairie  Village  Apartments. 

Former  Faculty 

DR.  MARSHALL  JOHNSON,  Lake  Havasu  City,  Ariz.,  died 
Jan.  26  of  thyroid  cancer.  He  taught  religion  at  Wartburg 
from  1 966  to  1 984.  After  leaving  Wartburg,  he  served  as 
academic  book  editor  at  Augsburg  Publishing  House  in 
Minnesota  until  1 990,  when  he  was  named  director  of 
Fortress  Press.  After  his  retirement  in  1 997,  he  and  his 
wife,  Alice  Joy,  moved  to  Lake  Havasu  City. 
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Ray  McCaskey  '65,  chairman  of  the  Wartburg  Board  of  Regents,  and  President  Darrei  Colson  receive 
a check  for  $1,351,820  from  members  of  the  Class  of  1961  at  its  50-year  reunion  in  May. 
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Class  of '61  gift  tops  $1  million 

The  Wartburg  College  Class  of  1961  marked  its  50-year  reunion  with  a gift  of  $1.35  million 
to  the  college. 

More  than  80  alumni  and  their  spouses  attended  reunion  activities  during 
Commencement  Weekend,  May  26-29,  and  presented  a $1,351,820  check  to  Wartburg 
President  Darrel  Colson  and  Board  of  Regents  Chair  Ray  McCaskey  ’65. 

The  achievement  “speaks  well  of  the  Class  of  1961,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Wick,  a retired 
pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  who  conceived  of  the  “Giving  Back 
Appeal”  after  the  45th  reunion  of  his  class.  Another  class  at  a private  college  that  had  raised 
$1  million  for  its  50th  reunion  inspired  him.  “I  thought  our  class  could  do  as  well,”  said 
Wick,  who  lives  in  Chicago. 

He  recruited  Dr.  David  Grube,  who  had  a family  practice  in  Minneapolis  until  his 
retirement,  and  Ed  Scharlau,  a former  administrator  with  3M  now  living  in  Austin,  Texas. 
Each  made  a pledge  and  then  solicited  gifts  from  nine  other  classmates.  “We  then  sent  out 
a letter  to  the  class  announcing  what  the  12  leaders  had  pledged,”  Wick  said.  Phone  calls 
followed,  and  120  of  the  239  living  members  of  the  Class  of  ’61  made  contributions. 

“Our  goal,”  Wick  said,  “was  not  just  to  raise  $1  million  from  the  class,  but  to  raise  the 
sights  of  the  college  and  its  alumni  as  to  what  is  possible.  This  appeal  and  the  success  we  have 
had  sets  the  bar  for  other  classes  to  think  big  and  to  go  for  it.  I believe  that  the  success  of  our 
appeal  speaks  a great  deal  about  the  college,  and  how  it  has  advanced  in  the  50  years  since 
our  graduation.” 

“The  Class  of  ’61  has  done  a wonderful  thing  in  not  only  affirming  their  commitment  and 
gratitude  for  the  college,  but  also  investing  significantly  in  the  lives  of  future  students,”  said 
Scott  Leisinger,  vice  president  for  institutional  advancement. 


May  15-31, 2012 

Tour  Tanzania  with  alumni 


and  friends 


Join  Dr.  Les  Huth  '58,  professor  emeritus  of  education, 
on  the  Wartburg  alumni  tour  of  Tanzania.  Visit  cities  and 
remote  villages,  go  on  a safari  and  meet  people  making  a 
difference. 


For  more  information,  visit  www.wartburg.edu/alumni/programs.html 
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Sept.  10 

Opening  home  football  game 
vs,  Gustavus  Adolphus 
7 p.m.,  Walston-Hoover  Stadium 
? 0th  anniversary  of  Walston- 
Hoover  Stadium 


Sept.  23-25 

Family  Weekend 
Football  vs.  Coe 
Sept.  24, 1 p.rn. 

Walston-Hoover  Stadium 

Sept.  29 

'Tribute  to  Frankie  Valll  and 
Broadway' with  the  Unexpected 
Boys,  Artist  Series,  7:30  p.m., 
Neumann  Auditorium 


Homecoming 

Weekend 

Oct.  13-16  Highlights: 

Friday,  Oct.  13 

Alumni  Golf  Outing 
Coronation 
Kastle  Kapers 
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Saturday,  Oct.  14 

Parade 

Renaissance  Faire 
Reunion  luncheons 
Football  vs.  Simpson 
Oktoberfest 
Reunion  dinners 

Wartburg  Community  Symphony 
'German  Reformation' concert 
with  conductor  Dr.  Daniel 
Kaplunas 

8 p.m.,  Neumann  Auditorium 

Sunday,  October  15 

Homecoming  worship 
Homecoming  luncheon 
Homecoming  concert 
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Charitable  gift  annuities 
"win-win" for  you  and  Wartburg  College 


'~°r  more 

charitable 


information 


Charitable  gift  annuities  (CGAs)  are  simple  and  sensible  gifts  for  senior  citizens  or 
seniors-to-be  — a very  effective  alternative  to  more  complex  gift  arrangements. 

A CGA  is  an  agreement  in  which  Wartburg  agrees  to  pay  you  an  income  for  life  in 
exchange  for  a gift  of  $ 1 0,000  or  more  ($5,000  for  deferred  annuities).  You  can 
fund  annuities  with  cash,  appreciated  stocks,  and  sometimes  real  estate. 

Rates  of  return  are  based  on  your  age(s)  and  can  be  very  favorable,  especially 
in  comparison  to  current  CD  and  other  fixed  rates.  Generally,  a portion  of  your 
income  is  tax-free,  and  you  may  qualify  for  a federal  income  tax  deduction. 

You  can  have  one  income  beneficiary  or  two  and  begin  lifetime  payments 
immediately  or  defer  them,  which  generally  results  in  higher  payments. 

Here  are  hypothetical  win-win  scenarios  for  you  and  Wartburg  (based  on 
rates  of  return  effective  July  1 , 201 1 ): 
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or  visit  °ur9-edu; 


Mark  Piel 
Director  of 
Gift  Planning 


• Mary  is  79  and  has  two  CDs  coming  due  about  six  months  apart  — 
each  for  $10,000,  which  she  is  considering  to  fund  two  CGAs,  now 
and  in  six  months.  The  rate  of  return  on  her  first  annuity  is  7.3  percent  and  will 
provide  her  $730  in  annual  income  (approximately  $549  tax-free).  Her  charitable  deduction  is  $4,562. 

In  November,  the  rate  of  return  will  be  7.5  percent,  providing  her  with  an  additional  $750  in  annual  income 
(approximately  $566  tax-free).  Her  charitable  deduction  for  the  second  CGA  is  $4,685.  Upon  Mary's  death,  the 
remaining  balances  of  her  gifts  will  be  added  to  the  General  Endowment  Fund  of  Wartburg  College. 


A charitable  gift  annuity  might  be  the  right"scenario"for  you 
Let  us  know  how  we  can  help! 


• Bill,  84,  and  Betty,  82,  have  appreciated  stock  now  worth  approximately  $50,000.  Their  cost  basis  is  $10,000.  The 
annual  dividends  are  minimal,  and  they  are  reluctant  to  sell  the  securities  because  of  the  capital  gains  tax.  They 
plan  to  use  these  appreciated  securities  to  fund  a two-life  CGA.  The  rate  of  return  is  6.9  percent  with  an  annual 
income  of  $3,450.  Their  charitable  deduction  is  $2 1,605.  They  will  partially  bypass  $40,000  of  capital  gains, 
paying  tax  only  on  the  portion  they  receive  each  year  in  their  annuity  income.  Bill  and  Betty  plan  to  designate 
their  gift  annuity  balance  to  the  endowed  scholarship  they've  established  for  Wartburg  music  education 
students. 


• John  is  55,  single,  and  a successful  accountant.  He  wants  to  provide  additional  income  for  his  retirement  in 
1 0 years  and  to  reduce  his  income  taxes.  He's  a proud  Wartburg  alumnus  and  wants  to  start  giving  back  now 

that  he  is  capable.  He's  looking  at  starting  a series  of  deferred  $10,000  CGAs  this  year.  The  rate  of  return  for 
a 1 0-year  deferred  CGA  at  his  age  is  currently  8.7  percent,  which  will  provide  $870  of  guaranteed  income  for 
John  when  he  retires  in  2022.  He  receives  a charitable  deduction  of  $2,362  this  year  for  his  gift  and  will  be 
welcomed  into  Wartburg's  Heritage  Society  this  fall.  He  hopes  this  will  be  the  first  of  many  such  gifts  providing 
him  with  additional  retirement  income.  John  is  most  excited  about  his  gifts  "adding  up"  to  provide  a significant 
cumulative  gift  for  Wartburg  after  his  death. 
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Wartburg  College  went  back  to  its  roots  when  Thuringia  Minister  President  Christine  Lieberknecht  was  awarded 
an  honorary  degree  during  201 1 Commencement  ceremonies  May  29.  Thuringia  is  home  of  the  Wartburg  Castle 
in  Eisenach  and  one  of  the  1 6 German  states.  Lieberknecht  — hooded  by  Dr.  Ferol  Menzel,  dean  of  academic 
affairs,  and  Dr.  Dan  Walther,  chair  of  the  history  department  — is  the  first  woman  to  lead  the  government  in 
Thuringia.  She  also  is  renowned  as  one  of  the  four  authors  of  the  1989  "Letter  from  Weimar,"  which  urged  the 
Christian  Democratic  Union  to  break  with  the  East  German  communist  government  and  support  German 
reunification.  A 21 -person  delegation  accompanied  Lieberknecht  to  Waverly,  including  three  members  of 
parliament  and  the  lord  mayor  of  Eisenach,  Waverly's  sister  city. 


